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I. 

CHEISrS PRAYEE FOE THE 
FOEGIVEITESS OF HIS MXJEDEEEES. 

Luke xxiii. 34. 
** Father f forgive them; for they ttnow not what they <^." 

What a blessed legacy of sufferihg are the speeches 
on the cross ! What sublime emanations from intense 
agony ! What worthy tributes to the character of the 
Speaker, as being Emmanuel, — God manifest in the 
flesh I What a precious addition to the literature of 
the suflfering Church, even unto the end of time I 

Ah ! the death-speeches of oui* friends are solemn ! 
Mark how the weeping circle gathers round the ghast- 
ly form, and strives to catch its indistinct utterances, 
— and each sentence is emphatic, because uttered on 
the confines of heaven or hell. Gradually the eyes 
glaze, the breath heaves upwards, the lips are parted, 
and all becomes silent and rigid in deatL No more 
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words of intellectual study, of playful fancy, of ex- 
perienced wisdom, of affectionate sympathy. The wonn 
shall feed on those lips, and corruption shall dissolve 
them in the grave. A collection of all the speeches 
uttered by dying men during the last three hours of 
their lives, would form an extraordinary volume ! 

What wickedness, what blasphemy, what mockeries, 
what follies should we read, uttered even within a few 
feet of the grave, especially in the case of those who 
were snatched away by sudden deatL On the other 
hand, what hope, faith, love, and triumph would some 
disclose — ^uttered even amid the blazing pyre or on the 
fatal wheel — ^from a mysterious connection with the 
very Speaker on whom we are now meditating. But 
stiU the seven speeches of our crucified Messiah would 
remain unequalled for their beauty, their originality, 
and their moral sublimity. 

Stephen's prayer was a rare utterance for a dying 
speech ; for amidst the curses of a band of brutal mur- 
derers, when wounded by the shower of deadly stones, 
he could lift up his voice with his heart to his Father 
who was in heaven, and cry, — "Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge." But excellent as his speech is, it 
is only imitative :* "Father, forgive them," is the sub- 



^ It were a worthy labour to collect all the similar utterances 
of Christian martyrs, and to show how often the sublime original 
has been repeated ; as in the cases of Tyndale, Brousson, Rochette, 
the crucified Karens, the Madagascar martyrs, and many others. 
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lime original, both of the prayer and of the deep-seated 
virtue. " If any man offend not in tongu^ the same is 
a perfect man ;" and to the last the character of Jesus 
was perfect : under the pressure of harrowing pain He 
spake not unadvisedly with His lips, nor uttered a 
word which dying he would wish unsaid, or which the 
Judge of all, who weighs the secrets of the heart, could 
not investigata Oh how different were the speeches 
of Jesus on the accursed tree, to the general character 
of speeches uttered upon crosses. Eage, hatred^ blas- 
phemy, curses, we may well believe were the usual 
utterances of the crucified ; but when before this were 
love, truth, forgiveness, considerateness, mercy, and 
piety, glorified on a cross of pain and shame ? 

We now proceed to the consideration of the first of 
the seven Divine utterances of our Messiah on the 
cross, — "Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." May the Holy Spirit, who prompted them, 
lead us to a right appreciation and understanding of 
them, for our Eedeemer's sake, that we may more and 
more grow up into Him in all things, who is our Head 
and our exceeding great reward. 

Let me remark, first, upon (he nobility of forgiveness 
as a special virtue; and, secondly, upon the perfection 
of its example in this particular case. 

I. Let me remark upon the ndbUity of the virtue of 
facgiven&ss as a gpedcU virtue. 
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Forgiveness is the outspoken act of Mercy. 

Mercy is the disposition ; forgiveness its special act. 
It is the outward and visible sign of spiritual mercy. 
And what a first-class virtue it is ! 

My Brethren, — sin, forgiveness, and salvation are 
terms so familiar in our ears, that we begin to think 
them commonplace; but this is only because our carnal 
minds do not reaKze the magnitude of what those 
terms involve. 

Sin cannot be commonplace, which will consign the 
unforgiven soul to eternal misery. 

Forgiveneas is not commonplace to the Iiord of 
Glory, who bought the prerogative of its bestowal with 
His own blood. 

Salvation will not be commonplace to the redeemed, 
after millions of ages of its fruition. 

Then let us try to understand and feel the grand 
central ideas conveyed to us in our common phraseology ; 
we shall thus be no longer children in spiritual under- 
standing. Seest thou the shining hosts of heaven 
among which our planet glitters ? Perhaps this earth 
of ours is the only one of the starry millions where the 
words "pardon," " salvation,'^ or "forgiveness," exist 
and are current ? 

I say forgiveness is the act, the embodied act, of 
Mercy. Let us for a moment consider it under its 
generic head mercy: and, in so doing, unite with 
Mercy its inflexible rival,— Justice. 
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Justice holds a balance and gives to aU their due : 
good to the doer of good ; evil to the doer of evil It 
gives equality in kind and degree. Kow Justice is the 
antagonist of sin. It has awarded death as the due 
desert of sin ; temporal pain and sorrow, which culmi- 
nate in death, — and which if unrestrained involve, as 
a consequence, the death of the soul, or eternal misery. 

What, then, is Mercy 1 It is the non-infliction of 
the above deserved evil : it is the non-prosecution of 
the criminal Nay, it is more, — ^it is his absolution 
firom an incurred penalty : and surely this is a most 
excellent virtue ! You have sinned, you are in dan- 
ger, Justice wUl seize you ; it will ruin you in body 
and soul for ever. Mercy intervenes and says, — " For 
reasons I will give, Justice, stay that arm ! quench 
those thunders ; hurl thy due punishment elsewhere. 
Let me reveal to them the new word — * forgiveness.' " 
And then Mercy, which is the non-infliction of deserved 
punishment, leads the way for the righteous manifes- 
tation of a still nobler excellency, — which is Grace. 
Grace, which is not negative, but positive ; or, the con- 
ferring positive good upon those who have deserved 
evil. 

Forgiveness, then, is an act of mercy; and its special 
function is the remission of deserved punishment. 

IL Let me remark, secondly, wpon the perfection of 
this particular example of the virtue of Forgvoeness, as 
shewn in detail. 
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Here we shall have not the theory, but the practice 
of forgiveness. 

To understand it more fully, let us weigh these two 
particulars : — 

(i.) The treatment which our Lord received at the 
hands of His enemies. 

(ii.) And then the requiting treatment, which He 
wished that they might experience. 

We must endeavour to appreciate the first point, in 
order that the second may stand in relief; for the 
measure of the crime is the measure of the forgiveness ; 
as is the vice, such is the virtue : or, rather the virtue 
not only equals but exceeds the crime, for it abolishes 
the crime, and endures afterwards. 

Let U8 then hriefly analyse the crime that needed for* 



This prayer was probably uttered when our Saviour 
was first stretched upon the cross, and when the four 
Eoman soldiers, under the superintendence of the 
Centuiion, drove the nails through His hands and 
His feet. But shall we restrict its application merely 
to them ? May we not apply it, not merely to the 
actual executioners, but to the surrounding mob of 
assenting murderers, and to the Jewish nation itself 
at large? 

If we consider the conduct of Christ's persecutors 
and murderers it will disclose to us the following 
criminal particulars : — 
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(a) Detestable emy. 

This was the grand motive which armed the chief 
priests, scribes, and pharisees, in their impious crusade 
against this Holy Man. We see the results of this 
wicked passion in the three most aggravated murders 
ever perpetrated. It was envy that led the serpent 
to beguile the woman, and so to compass the spiritual 
murder of immortal souls. It was envy that caused 
Cain to brandish his club against his brother Abel, 
to stain Paradise with blood, and to show to the 
miserable parents a most frightful type of the sentence 
— ^Death. And it was envy, when God was manifested 
in the flesh, fuU of beauty, grace, and truth, that 
cried, — "Away with Him, away with Him, crucify 
Him, crucify Him." And should not God's purity be 
avenged on such a sin as this ? 

(J) We 'perceive their base hypocrisy. 

The tormentors of the lowly Jesus professed to be 
actuated by a zeal for the glory of God, and the honor 
of His law; but if they professed piety with their 
lips, their hearts were sepulchres of corruption. They 
thought wickedly that God was such an one as them- 
selves ; but He would reprove them and set before 
them the things which they have done. And should 
not God's truth be avenged on such a sin as this ? 

(c) We detect their deliberate malice. 

The betrayers and murderers of Christ hated Him 
without a cause, as saith the Psalmist; and their 
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hatred was as inexplicable as it was intense and sys- 
tematic Oh what an awful crime to be wiKul haters 
of incarnate goodness. Plato said that if virtue be- 
came incarnate, aU men would love and worship it ; 
but the reality contradicts the theory. It did become 
incarnate, and men only sought its extirpation. These 
men rewarded Christ evil for good, and hatred for His 
goodwill And should not God's infinite love be 
^venged on such a sin as this ? 

{d) We notice the most refined cruelty. 

When their malice has. compassed the death of 
their Victim, during His protracted struggles they 
augment His pains by their satire, ridicule, and scorn. 
While He sufiFers they can laugh at Him ; while He 
groans they can mock Him; whUe He drips with 
blood they can insult Him ; while the prayer of for- 
giveness issues from His lips, they can pour forth 
adder's poison firom under their tongues. 

(e) Andy as the result of all, we behold an unparal- 
leled murder. 

Murder ! this was the sum of all ; the most awful 
blot that stains the calendar of sin. Who does not 
tremble at such contact? Whose face grows not pale, 
if such a shadow has ever crossed his path ? 

Who does not abhor such a crime ? It matters not 
that there was the parade of Jewish and Eoman jus- 
tice; the death of Christ was nothing but a delibe- 
rate and iniquitous murder. It was, without any 
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figure of speech, the shedding of mnocent hlood. It 
was the blood of a Just Man. 

And what vengeance did Manassah inciir, who we 
are told filled Jerusalem with innocent blood? May 
God keep us from thinking lightly of such a crime ! 

Such then, is the treatment our Lord experienced. 
*' And shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord % 
and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this?- — B, seed of evil doers, children that are cor- 
rupters ; I will make a way to my fury, and I will 
consume them in my anger, and mine indignation shall 
recompense them their way upon their own heads." 

" I will sing of mercy and judgment. Unto Thee, 
Lord, will I sing." God is the Father of Mercies, 
and mercy is His brightest excelling attribute. 

My Brethren, we are told that mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment; — ^that is, that it is the glory of 
mercy to triumph over justice, and to exalt herself 
over her rival What deserts, then, would justice 
have awarded to such deeds, for which forgiveness is 
entreated ? Was there ever a case in which vindictive 
justice could have shone more brightly ? 

Was not each one of these phases a distinct appeal 
to the most righteous retributive vengeance? Their 
motives were steeped with sin itself; their conduct 
was the imitation of fiends. They hated Christ with- 
out a cause, and their crime is without excuse. Let 
us observe the iniquity of their conduct, and how law-r 
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fully justice might have inflicted upon them its sever- 
est penalties. 

But pause I — God*s thoughts are not our thoughts, 
neither are His ways our ways : for as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so are the ways of the Lord 
above those of the children of men. Behold the 
mighty power of the Eedeemer's love, holding back 
the justice of (xod and saying, — 

" Father, let not Thy justice contemplate their efum/ ; 
where sin abounds, let Thy grace much more abound. 

"Let not Thy justice analyse their hypocrisy; but 
let Tnercy arid truth now meet together. ' 

"Enter not into judgment, Father, with them for 
their malice ; Thy love is more intense in quality and 
power. 

" Remember not, Lord, the details of their cruelty ; 
let them curse, yet hless Thou. 

"0 Father, lay not this murder to their charge. 
This is an external act of sin of the grossest dye ; but 
as I am now earning my character of Saviour, FaJth&r^ 
forgive them." 

Such is the Eedeemer's intercession for the trans- 
gressors. "Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." Let us weigh this blessed sentence a 
little more fully, which sets forth the requiting treat- 
ment our Saviour desired for His murderers. Sinners 
can well bear the repetition and amplification of such 
a passage. 
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" Faiher forgive them. Look not upon them, but 
upon Me ; if they are unworthy, I am worthy. The 
veiy hands they have pierced plead for their forgive- 
ness ; the lips they have spit^'upon intercede for them. 
And wilt Thou refuse Thy well-beloved Son anything 
He asks, especially at such a time, and under such 
circumstances? Thou wouldest have sent twelve legions 
of angels for my rescue had I breathed ^ wish. give 
thrones in heaven to my murderers. 

*^ Father forgive them. Impute not this act to them 
as a deliberate crime, rather view it as the accomplish- 
ment of Thy purposes. Is not this blood shed for the 
remission of sins ? Let my prayers rise like incense 
and atone for their curses. Bless them, even them also, 
my Father. 

" Father, forgive them. Father, before I came into 
the world, forgiveness was an undefined idea, a fact 
unknown ; but now that the excellency is developed, 
glorify it more ; make some of my oppressors shar- 
ers of my reward, and it shall be to us for a name, for 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

" Father, forgive them. If justice demands vengeance 
on them nationally ; if their imprecation of my blood 
upon them and their children is registered against 
ihem, remember and spare some individuals: have 
an election of grace, — a remnant who shall look upon 
Him whom they have pierced, and joy in their Messiah. 
Abel's blood speaks of vengeance, but mine of forgive- 
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ness : let it now in its atoning character be upon the 
consciences of many of these bystanders. Then shall 
Thy Son be glorified, and Thou also shalt be glorified 
in Hiin. Father, forgive them!* 

But further. Let us observe, that Jesus not only 
prays for His murderers, but He argues on their behalf; 
He alleges a reason why the benefit should be granted. 
K any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
— Jesus Christ the Eighteous. He is our Advocate 
now upon His throne of glory in Heaven ; and He 
was an Advocate upon the cross of Calvary. He 
alleges their ignorance as an argument for their for- 
giveness, — " for they know not what they do." And 
to this St Peter alludes in Acts iii 17, — " And now, 
brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as' 
did also your rulers." And St. Paul in 1 Cor. ii. 8, 
in speaking of the wisdom of God, says — "which 
none of the princes of this world knew, for had they 
known it they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory." "Father, foigive them, for they know not 
what they do." 

Then was fulfilled that which the prophet Isaiah 
had spoken 712 years before, — '' He made intercession 
for the transgressors." What a spectacle is this of the 
interceding MessiaL He does not look with contempt 
upon the fury of His persecutors ; this would be to 
suffer like a philosopher. He does not upbraid them 
with all His favors and their ingratitude ; this would 
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be to suffer like a weak man. He does not threaten 
them with His power and vengeance ; this would be to 
suffer like a vain and angry man. He does not com- 
fort Himself with the hope of their punishment ; this 
would be to suffer like a sinful man. He does not 
complain of their barbarity and rage ; this would be to 
suffer like a cowardly man. He prays for them : He 
prays for His enemies rather than His friends, and for- 
getful of Himself, intently desires their eterned bliss.^ 

Nor is it merely a negatm forgiveness for which the 
Redeemer prays: the greatest positive blessings are 
involved in His petition* 

It is not merely — "do not impute to them the crimi- 
nality of My death ;" but — "make them partakers of the 
eternal glory which is now purchased by My blood." 

It was not merely — " do not visit them with the tem- 
poral punishment of their crime;" but — "let Me see in 
their final salvation of the travail of My souL" 

He would confer upon them, in His death, the best 
blessing, — ^viz., the Father's forgiveness, which is the 
precursor of everlasting ^ory. 

^ " He prays for them ; He is occupied solely with the thoughts 
of their salvation ; He seems in that last moment to forget His 
most faithful disciples ; H9 asks for nothing on their behalf from 
His Father ; He thinks only of His enemies ; it is for them alone 
that He entreats favors from His Father ; and this is to suffer like 
the Qod Man : they curse Him, and He blesses them ; they de- 
mand His death, and He implores their pardon ; they imprecate 
upon themselves and upon their children the guilt of His blood, 
but He does not even desire it to be imputed to ihem^—McuUlon, 
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My Brethren, was this prayer heard ? Did the cen- 
turion or any of those fonx soldiers believe on Him ? 
This is a question to which we cannot yet reply. 
The day will declare it. Perhaps He had an eye to 
them in that command, — ^that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached to all nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem. Yes: sound the blessed note of 
forgiveness of sins in the bloody city ; tell the message 
to those who most need it — the murderers of the 
Lamb of God I so that they may be patterns of God's 
long-suffering to all them that shall hereafter believe 
on Him to life everlasting. Such is the treatment our 
Lord wished that His enemies might experience. 

And now what shall we say as to the charader of 
the man who uttered this prayer? — "Truly this man 
was the Son of God." 

There cannot be a doubt of the absolute sincerity of 
this prayer. He said what He felt and wished. The 
whole previous life of Jesus was such as to make it 
quite conceivable that He should pray in this manner. 
Besides, when and where is the prayer uttered? He 
is on the instrument of death ; He is almost at the 
point of death ; the very utterance of every word un- 
der such circumstances is physical torture. But oh ! 
the very breath of death were well consumed in the 
speeches of such incarnate virtue 

Truly may it be said of Him, — " Christ suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, who did no sin : who did 
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no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth : 
who when He was reviled, reviled not again : when 
He suJBfered He threatened not." Out of the abundance 
of His heart His mouth spake ; His heart was immixed 
love, and His winged words were pure as silver that 
is tried seven times in the fire. cannot our intellect 
analyse the base elements of their crime, and the 
quality of the Sufferer's virtue ? Does not our con- 
science give its verdict that His conduct is right, 
good, excellent, jeo^ Divine 1 Does not our heart gush 
forth in love, attracted by the force of such surpassing 
GOOD? Surely if our understanding be not blind, our 
conscience distorted, and our heart cold and hard as a 
stone, we should worship before this Man, and cry, — 
"Jesus of Nazareth, my Saviour, * my Lord and my 
God!' Lord, to Thee belong mercies and forgiveness, 
though we have rebelled against Thee." If we do not, 
^t is because there is no light in us. 

"What prepossession, what blindness must it be, to 
compare the son of Sophroniscus to the Son of Mary ! 
What an infinite disproportion there is between them ! 
Socrates, dying without pain or ignominy, easily sup- 
ported his character to the last ; and if his death, how- 
ever easy, had not crowned his life, it might have 
been doubted whether Socrates, with all his wisdom, 
was any more than a vain sophist. He invented, it is 
said the theory of morals. Others, however, had be- 
fore put them in practice ; he had only to say therefore 
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what they had done, and to reduce their practice to 
precepts Aristides had been just before Socrates de- 
fined justice ; Leozjidas had given up his life for his 
country before Socrates declared patriotism to be a 
duty ; the Spartans were a sober people before Socrates 
recommended sobriety; before he had even defined 
virtue, Greece abounded in virtuous men. But where 
could Jesus learn, among His competitors, that pure 
and sublime moraUty, of which He only hath given 
both precept and example! The greatest wisdom was 
made known amongst the most bigotted fanaticism, 
and the simplicity of the most heroic virtues did 
honour to the vilest people on earth- The death of 
Socrates, peaceably philosophizing with his friends, 
appears the most agreeable that could be widied for ; 
that of Jesus, expiring in the midst of agonizing pains> 
abused, insulted,^ and accused by a whole nation, is the 
most horrible that could be feared. Socrates in receiv- 
ing the cup of poison, blessed indeed the weeping exe- 
cutioner who administered it ; but Jesus, in the midst 
of excruciating tortures, prayed for His tormentors. 
Yes, if the life and death of Socrates were those of a 
sage, the life and death of Jesus are those of a God." ^ 

III. We are discoursing not on descriptive histoiy, 
but on living truth ; and herefore let me deduce from 
the text, a personal and practical application. 

the magnificent power of personal religion, which 
^ Roasoau. 
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gives to every detail of Christ's life a thrilling force ! 
Then let me solemnly ask you, if this blessing of for- 
giveness is yours, — Tto you believe that tU this moment 
yon are forgiven? Thrice each sabbafli do you say, — 
" I' believe in the forgiveness of sins/* Are your sins 
forgiven or unfoigiven ? are they eflEaced and blotted 
out? or are they legible and indelible? O, that you 
could make Christ's intercession personal as regards 
youiselves, and hear Him interceding for the forgive- 
ness of your aciwal sins ! You believe in the forgive- 
ness of sins ; — you do well : but have you ever 
fdt it ? You think it may be for others ; — ^have you 
acquired it for ycmrsdfi You acknowledge that for- 
giveness through Jesus is the passport into heaven ; — 
have you acquired this blessing upon eourth t 

Let me remind you of the mighty change that came 
over Luther, when this sentence (whieh for years he 
had carelessly scanned in his monastery) flashed upon 
his understanding €Lnd conscience in the light and 
power of the Spirit of God, — " The just shall live by 
faith." Then he became a new creature, he was en- 
dued with moral power, with a lively faith, and with 
a glowing hope, that entwined itself in the very tex- 
ture of his being, 

O my beloved Brethren, what is the possession of 
riches ih&t perish, of estates that we must leave, of a 
good name that a breath may tandsh, of the good 
things of this life, compared with the forgiveness of 
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OUT sins 1 What is all utterance, and all intellectaal 
knowledge, and acquaintance with nature and science, 
compared to the love of Jesus and the peace of God, 
which can gild a bed of death and illuminate the 
tomb ? What is poverty of body if we have the riches 
of the soul which shall endure for ever ? I will ask 
you as upon your death-bed, when you are going into 
the unknown world and about to stand before this 
crucified man, what blessing will you most earnestly 
covet then ? WiU it be to become the heir of a large 
fortune ? Will it be to know that your name is echo- 
ing in a thousand assemblies 1 Would there be any 
satisfaction in the possession of a ribbon of honour, or 
medal, or clasp? I think not. The blessing you 
would covet in the hour of death would be — "the 
forgiveness of your sins." Oh God, I ask Thee not 
for riches, nor for honour, nor for worldly ease, nor for 
long life : but I do ask Thee to hide Thy face from 
my sins, to blot out all my transgressions, and to grant 
me Thy peace which passeth all understanding, based 
on the forgiveness of my sins through the blood of 
Jesus. 

There is one, but one, secure way in which we can 
secure the forgiveness of our sins, — and that is through 
the blood of this Man whom we have now heard speak- 
ing: "In whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins." — "Be it known 
imto you, men and brethren, that through this Man 
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is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins." — " The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." — '* If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us ; but if we cpnfess our sins, God 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." These, my bre- 
thren are the true sayings of GU)d. May the Holy 
Spirit make them effectual to our souls' consolation 
and salvation, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

(1) Let me exhort you all, my fdlow-sinners, to cow£ 
yourselves hy faith to Jesus Christy for the forgiveness of 
your personal sins. 

He whom you have heard prajdng for the forgive- 
ness of His murderers, can Himself authoritatively 
dispense forgiveness, as He did when upon earth. 
Why should He not forgive you P Do you think it is 
presumption to expect the forgiveness of your sins? 
Then you rob the Saviour of His blood-bought glory. 
Do you think it is fanatical to have a good hope in 
this life that your sins are forgiven? Then you rob 
religion of its present life and power. Why are you 
afraid? Will He not forgive you? Are you not en- 
couraged to appeal to Him, by the remembrance that 
such words as these actually fell from His lips ? Will 
He be slow to exercise His kingly right of forgiveness, 
— ^that blessed crown prerogative of grace, which He 
bought on the cross ? 

You are invited to enter into your closet and seek 
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Him. You will there meet this same Person of whom 
we have been preaching. It is He who eighteen hun* 
dred years since prayed for His murderers on the 
Cross of Calvary, to whom you must now appeal He 
died shortly after this speech, but He rose again ; He 
ascended up to heaven; and He is sitting there now. 
His presence is a reality. In the silence of your cham- 
ber He hears you, — He listens to you,— *He counts 
your tears. He is God ; — else were our faith vain, and 
we were yet in our sins. Present sin is a reality, and 
so should be the sense of its present forgiveness. 

my beloved Brethren, may you have grace to 
seek EEim in your secret chamber ; and do not let go 
the hem of His garment, until you hear His gracious 
whisper, — " Son, daughter, thy sins are forgiven thee : 
go in peace." that this discourse might lead some 
of you to seek this blessing ; then would our labour 
not be in vain in the Lord. " Thou who once prayed 
for this gift for others, my Saviour, forgive me T' 

To those of you who neglect this Saviour, it may 
well be said, — '^ym know Twt what you dx>!* Neglect 
of Him is moral crucifixion of Him ; by your indifife*- 
rence you crucify to yourselves the Son of God afresh, 
and the voice of intercession will be heard no more on 
your behalf ;— indeed, you know not what you do. 

Fow hnofw not the Person whom you reject : the most 
glorious Person in heaven and earth, — Jesus : G6d 
manifest in the flesh ! and who has entered into such 
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teider relations with you and your race, that the 
homage He requires of you ia to call Him Saviour. 
Alas ! your ignorance is both criminal and fatal ! 

You know not the Glory which you despise. Ah ! if 
you could but behold a streak of the celestial glory, 
it would draw your hearts upward! You could not 
be so mad as to fling away everlasting happiness ; 
though through your unbelief you do it practically. 
But alas ! sinner, you know not what you do ! 

You know not the danger which you incur. Oh ! if 
the curtain were withdrawn, and you had five minutes 
experience of hell, it would make an impression eter* 
nity would not efface 1 But we cannot show it to you. 
This is a matter of faith,— and therefore you risk it: 
indeed, you know not what you do. Alas \ your 
knowledge will come ; but it will come too late to 
profit you,~only to augment the misery with which 
you trifled, with your ears and eyes open ! 

(2) And the second practical remark which I would 
make is, — Zet us not only view forgiveness as a bless- 
ing to be acquired, but a^ a virtue to be imitated. On 
the Cross we have an example ; for Christ suffered 
for us, leaving us an example Let us pray then that 
both this blessing may be ours now, and that it may 
be reflected in our practical manifestation of the same. 

Would we have real happiness ? — It is centered in 
the love of God, which is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost 



22 CHEIST*S PRAYER FOR THE 

Would we know the highest exercise of that love ? 
— It is the practise of forgiveness of injuries. 

Would we be like Christ ? — We must forgive. It 
was said pf Cranmer, that to make him your friend 
you had but to do him an injury. 

Would we be forgiven ? — We must forgive. " When 
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against 
any ; for if ye forgive not men their trespasses, nei- 
ther will your heavenly Father forgive your trespasses." 

Do we feel that this is too hard for flesh and blood ? 
— Then we must live in the Spirit and walk in the 
Spirit; we must seek for spiritual strength for the 
discharge of this duty ; we must pray that the Holy 
Spirit will work in us this and every other grace, 
according to His mighty working whereby He is able 
to subdue all things to Himself. 

In considering this sublime moral spectacle we must 
never foiget that it is the original of many bright imi- 
tations, and to it their glory is to be referred. Soon 
did this example produce good fruit, for Stephen died 
saying, " Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." Beau- 
tiful were it to see the band of those who, have imi- 
tated this martyr, in act^ in spirit, and in word — ^fix)m 
the time of Stephen, embracing seventeen centuries, 
to that of Bochette, or Claude Brousson, pastor of 
Nismes. 

Beloved, you have seen Jesus interceding for the 
transgressors. His occupation is the same in heaven 



FORGIVENESS OF HIS MUBDEBEBS. 23 

now. He ever liveth to make intercession for ns. 
Bring then to Him your sins, your temptations, your 
trials, and your follies. He will plead His death and 
merits as your hest argument; "for if any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father." "Let us, there- 
fore, come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and grace to help in time of need." 



II- 

CHEISTS ABSOLUTION OF THE THIEF. 

LuKB xxni. 43. 
" Verily I aay unto thee, to-day shaU thou he with Me in Paradise,'^ 

The royalty of that ironical title over that Sufferer's 
head is now proved to be true, for He who speaks can 
be none other than a King. They set up over His 
head His accusation written, — "This is Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the King of the Jews." But the accusation is 
no accusation, for that accusation is truth. That Man 
is a King, and He acts as a King. This is Jesus, — 
that is, a Saviour, and He saves ; Christ, — the Anointed 
King, and with authority He exercises even upon the 
cross the crown prerogative of mercy. 

What a blessed sequel is this speech to that we 
have just considered ! We then heard Christ's prayer, 
now we see His act. He then prayed to His Father 
for the forgiveness of His murderers, — " Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do ; " but now 
He acts, — ^He absolves ; of Himself He concedes the 
privilege of forgiveness to one of His fellow sufferers, 
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saying, — " To-day shall thou he with Me in Paradise." 
" This is our God, gracious and merciful, ready to for* 
give,** to whom belong mercies and forgiveness ; ajad 
forgiveness shines ont in Hia almost last act, bright^ 
amid the convulsions of agony and the ghastly horrors 
of a violent death. Oh ! if to err be human, to forgive 
is Divine 1 We here see, then, our Saviour in His cha- 
racter as a King ; and in the various incidents con- 
nected with His death we may see the action of His 
triple offices, — of Prophet, Priest, and King, 

When He addressed the daughters of Jerusalem on 
His way to crucifixion. He acted in the character of 
Teacher and Prophet "Daughters of Jerusalem," He 
said, " weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves and 
for your children." 

When He uttered that blessed intercessory prayer, 
— ** Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do," He acted in His character as a Priest. To make 
intercession is as much a part of the priestly office as 
to offer sacrifices. It was their part not only to slay 
the lamb, but to take a censer full of burning coals, 
and to put incense thereon. The High Priest went 
into the Holy of Holies with incense as well as with 
blood, to typify intercession founded on sacrifice ; and 
this is beautifully seen when Moses said to Aaron, 
— " Take a censer, and put fire thereiu from off the 
altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the 
congregation, and make atonement for them ; for there 
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is wrath gone out from the Lord: the plague is 
begun." 

But again, when Christ utters this sentence of sal- 
vation, in what other character does He appear, save 
in that of a King? Yes, there is majesty in that 
judicial absolution ; there is authority in opening the 
gates of Paradise ; there is power in plucking such a 
blackened brand out of the midst of the fire ; there is 
sovereignty lurking under liiat Martyr's guise ; and, 
above all, there is mercy and grace, — that mercy which 
is mightiest in the mightiest, which dwells on the lips 
of kings, and is the chief ornament of the throne. I 
shall now proceed to consider the text in the simplest 
manner, and shall expound it by asking and answering 
three questions in connection with it. 

I. The first question, then, that suggests itself is, 
— Who ? who ? The answer which the text suggests 
is, — Thou. And what is the meaning of thou? This 
little word is capable of a. myriad interpretations, for 
it varies according to the particular individual it repre- 
sents in any given case. To expound it, then, I must 
develope its shades of meaning, by adverting to the 
character of the man to whom it was addressed. That 
person is called in Scripture a transgressor, a thief, and 
a malefactor. 

Let us briefly consider what this would probably 
involve : — 

(1) He was a thief and a robber. 
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It is written, — "Whoso is partner with a thief 
hateth his own soul : his house is in the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers of deatL" This man 
may have been one of the band who infested the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho ; who when they overtook 
the peaceable citizen, " stripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead." He was a thief and a robber, — one of those 
who break through and steal ; condemned alike by 
Divine and human laws. 

(2) He was doubtless a man of jprofligate and aban- 
doned hahits. 

We may well believe, that what is gotten through 
vice will be devoted to vice. It is natural that when 
he had robbed the fatherless and the widow, he would 
consume the spoil in drunken orgies and licentious 
inirtL Sin is fearfully complicate, and there is no 
such thing in creation as a solitary sin. 

(3) JETe was probably a mv/rderer; for "a thief Com- 
eth not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy." 
It would be improbable that he would long rob the 
traveller, and privily lie in wait for the wayfarer, with- 
out striking with the hand of violence and shedding 
blood. Yes: those hands which are now nailed to 
that cross, were steeped in the blood of others before 
they dripped with their own, and therefore his blood 
is both polluted and forfeited. 

It is written in the law of the Lord, — " Ye shall 
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take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer. Blood 
defileth the land ; and the land cannot be cleansed of 
the blood that is shed therein but by the blood of him 
that shed it." He was a murderer 1 He may have 
had his bright memories of infancy ; he might poa^ 
sibly recall the tones of a mother's voice, when first 
explaining to him the family feast of the Passover and 
the holy Decalogue; he might remember the time 
when at her knees he clasped his little hands, and 
prayed unto the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jaeolx 
The sweetness of a mother's love and the memories 
of guileless childhood, we know, follow many a ciimi- 
nal even to the dungeon. Be this as it may, his steps 
had been turned aside, his mouth had learned blas- 
phemy, the poison of asps had been under his tongue, 
his feet had been swift to shed blood, and he had 
become that incarnation of crime, — a murderer ! He 
must have been no ordinary criminal, when, as he 
himself admits that the cruel death which he and his 
comrade were sufiering, which was the agonizing and 
appalling death of crucifixion, was the due reward of 
their deeds: — ^''Dost not thou fear God," he says to 
the other, *' seeing thou art in the same condemnation ? 
And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds/' 

Oh, what a black retrospect of crime he must 
have had when he spake thus. This^ then^ is the 
man. 
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Such is my answer to the question, Who t and my 
partial interpretation of the word thou. 

II. The second question that I will ask in connec- 
tion with my text is, — ^Where ? 

The answer which is supplied is, IN Paradise. 
Now it will be to little purpose to raise speculative 
questions as to the exact interpretation of the word ; 
whether it represents what the Jews meant by Hades, 
tiie place of departed spirits. It is clear that it repre- 
sents a change for the better, a change from a scene of 
sorrow to a world of joy. K it alludes to the place of 
departed spirits, in which the souls of the just are 
happy and freed from sorrow, — 'that intermediate 
state in which they await the consummation of their 
final bliss, — ^it nevertheless represents heaven ulti- 
mately, — ^heaven itself, even the Paradise of God, in 
ttie midst of which is the tree of life ! 

In Paradise ! Can we realise this change of place, 
— of company? 

Behold the thief writhing in agony, brother to a 
murderer, in the midst of tumult, blasphemies, and 
blood, in the congregation of the wicked and in the 
seat of the scornful ; and that day shall he be with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God ! 
yea, he shall be with the human spirit of the blessed 
Mediator who has wrought out BHs atoning work. 

His mangled body, with its broken legs, was taken 
down from the cross that night, and soon rotted in 
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some receptacle for public refuse in the valley of 
Hinnom, the place of the ofifscouring of Jerusalem ; 
but it awaits glorification and reunion with his for- 
given spirit, which itself awaits the consummation 
of bliss in that Paradise where it now is. 

In Paradise ! Almighty God receives that felon as a 
son, for Jesus' sake ! 

The Church of the firstborn utters his name with 
welcome, and shoutings of " Grace, grace unto it." The 
archangels cluster round him to magnify the mystery 
of redeeming love. 

In Paradise ! where he is now, and whose voice we 
should hear, if our ears were opened, singing of the 
grace of God, and gratefully confessing that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Will not the glory of God be more displayed, and 
be of a higher quality, to have that thief in heaven, 
than to have cast him into hell ? 

0, blissful prospect ! when those of us who shall be 
saved shall meet these two crucified ones, the King 
and the thief; and when we shall hear from the latter 
his experiences of those awfiil hours, and his comments 
on Divine grace. Such is my second question, — 
Where ? and my second answer, — in Paradise. 

III. And the third question that I will ask in the 
exposition of the text is, — ^When ? The answer to this 
question of time is,— To-day. Well may all wonder 
at the gracious words which proceeded out of Christ's 
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lips; but it is written, — "Full of grace are Thy lips." 
In warning Peter, He had said, — "This night" In 
saving the thie^ He says, — " To-day." God loves the 
present : the devil prefers the future. Christ does not 
say, after so many days or months, after so many years 
of purification in Purgatory, after ages of discipline in 
another state; but before the sun has issued out of 
that supernatural darkness, before the day expires, 
according to the Jewish reckoning, — "Thou shalt be 
with Me. I shall shortly say, * It is finished ; ' and if 
I precede thee to Paradise it will be but for a moment, 
for thou shalt follow Me to-day." Nor does he put it 
hypothetically. The time is short ; He speaks to the 
pointy and speaks positively. " To-day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise." "To-day "is present; "shalt 
thou " is future ; but to-day limits its action, and both 
expressions are steeped with certainty. Christ does 
not here use that qualifying word " if" He does not 
utter, what would have been almost a repulsive word 
in such circumstances, "perhaps." That sinner's soul 
needs plenary absolution and strong consolation. He 
shall have them. Had He offered him eternal bliss, 
after as many million years of agony as he had hairs 
on his head, the thief would have become ultimately a 
glorious pattern of grace. But these are not the ways 
of Him whose ways are as much above ours as the 
heaven is higher than the earth. The Saviour of the 
lost longs for a speedy trophy of His victory : yea, for 
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one resoued on the cross — on the very battle field of 
death, — and therefore He says, "To-day." What an 
expanse of joy or sorrow are hidden in a word, espe* 
cially when that word is uttered by the mouth of a 
king. 

Pardon! Pardon, salvation, and eternal glory are 
hidden in that word,— " To-day I" 

** Pardon I That word is short, but not so short as sweet ; 
No word like pardon for kings mouths so meet.** 

Deliverance &om sin, death, and hell end in a 
word : such is the breath of kings. And now in pas- 
sing, give weight to the introductory affirmation, — 
* Verily, I say unto thee." " Thee " is the accusative 
case, and refers to the same person as the nominative 
^'thou." And why this preface to the sentence of 
acquittal ? Such language as this was to make assu* 
ranee doubly sure. " Doubt not what thou hearest, for 
in very truth I will perform that which I have spoken. 
Thou shalt be saved." What ! that thief find access 
into Abraham's bosom ? What ! that profligate stand 
next to Gabriel^ among the armies of heaven ? What I 
that murderer enter into the gates of the holy city, 
and have a right to eat of the tree of life! Yes! 
And when ? Why, to-day. His soul shall be in Para- 
dise before the mob has dispersed, — before the sun 
has sunk behind the waters of the great sea. Do 
you say, ''0 we thought heaven only admitted the 
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holy ? " You are right, and he was made holy by the 
piecioiis blood that dripped near him: for he was 
washed, he was justified, he was sanctified in the blood 
of the Lamb. It is the Lamb slain from the founder 
tion of the worid, and who is now actually being slain, 
and who amid his death struggles said, — "Verily, I say 
unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." 
O repeat and ponder Ti^ell this blessed line of lova 
They are fugitive and simple words, but they reach 
into eternity, and involve the salvation of an immortal 
soul ; and I say to each one of you,-— To-day is your 
day of salvatioa 

Such is my third question,— When ? and my answer^ 
—To-day, 

(1) And now let us^ from our eonsideration of oiir 
text as a whole, deduce one grand doctrine, — one cen- 
tral truth : and that is,-— 2%e absolviU sovereignty cf the 
grace of Ood, in its freedom and its power. 

Creation proves the Lord's feee will, and so does 
the redemption of every sinner's soul. And in this 
special case we see the glory of the Lard's free will 
exalted. 

Do you ask how, or why this reprobate, this child of 
hell could be s&ved? The answer is, — ''Even so 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight" The 
reasons are to be faund in heaven, and not on earth; 
To what other cause save this, I would ask, can you 
possibly refer this mcui's salvaition t Would you refer 
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it to Ids moral worth and good deeds ? Good deeds ! 
alas, good deeds he had none ; but of 'gross and open 
sins he had l^on. Would you refer it to his legal and 
ceremonial observances ? A shedder of human blood 
would not have much religious worship at the temple 
to record. Would you ascribe it to the mysterious ac- 
tion of God's free will : to His good pleasure, to His 
sovereign grace? Then, though without controversy 
great is the mystery of grace, you ascribe it to the 
true and only adequate cause. Yes, let those precious 
words be inscribed on his cross, — "By grace are ye 
saved : through faith, and not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God ; the gift of God is eternal life." Again we 
say, — " To err, is human : to forgive. Divine." When 
you behold this we say to you, as the angel said to 
John, after he had beheld the Kew Jerusalem and was 
over-powered with what he had seen, — "Worship God." 
Worship God, and adore Him in the absolute sove- 
reignty of His free grace. 

Methinks such a conversion as this would electrify 
heaven, and take the angels by surprise ; for all, save 
the Omniscient, but an hour before would have thought 
that he was lost They would immediately ciy out, — 
" Sing imto the Lord a new song, for He hath done 
marvellous things ; His holy arm hath gotten Him the 
victory. Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and imto the Lamb ! " 

(2) And as we admire the noble freedom, so let 
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US admire the 'pcfvoer of the grace of God, It is free 
and it is powerfuL 

This was indeed a miracle of the highest class. The 
Lord had done many marvellous works ; but His last 
is His greatest and noblest. He had checked the wild 
waters of Galilee with a wish, and with a word had 
turned an awful storm that threatened deaths into a 
perfect calm, in whose waters the mountains and the 
boat were reflected as in a crystal mirror: but now 
He will display moral power over a moral agent, 
which is a far more difi&cult achievement: He con- 
victs, He absolves, He justifies, He sanctifies. He 
glorifies a sinner, even before the going down of the 
sun. 

And if you would gauge the hardness and opposition 
of the sinftil heart, judge it by those cruel satirical 
by-standers, who jeer the Saviour on the cross. They 
could ridicule and hate, when the frame of nature 
testified its sympathy with His sorrows and death. The 
sun was clad in black, the rocks rent, and the graves 
were opened ; but those impenitent Jews neither rent 
their clothes nor beat upon their breast, saying, " God 
be merciful to us sinners." Hence we see the impeni- 
tent heart is harder than a rock, and that to break 
it in pieces requires an Onmipotence in mercy, a work 
of grace with power. • And this was exercised and 
glorified in the conversion and salvation of that thief 
upon the cross. 
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(3) And mark likewise ths perfection, or all-suffi- 
ciency of the atonement 

This is the best positive and practical proof that the 
atonement of Jesus was perfect, and that we must add 
nothing to that unity. Its action in this case was both 
complete and instantaneous. The curses, the crimes, 
and all the sins, old and recent, of the wretched outcast 
are abolished in a moment by that blessed sentence, 
the efficacy of which depends on the death of the 
Speaker, which will soon take place. 

The blood of Jesus cleanseth us from all sin ; for by 
His one oblation of Himself once offered. He has made 
a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and sat- 
isfaction for the sins of the whole world. To see this 
malefactor a crowned king in the land of life, love, and 
immortality, is of itself the most irresistible proof of 
the sovereignty and the power of the free grace of God, 
and of the perfection and all-suffioiency of the atone- 
ment of Christ 

Eternal Saviour, gather some fresh living proofe of 
these Thy blessed attributes, from among us and our 
households, we beseech Thee t 

My Bretiiren, worship God ; adore your Saviour, as 
you behold His grandeur and moral majesty, bursting 
forth in the midst of external meanness and shame. 
But this was in accordance with all His U£bl His 
birth was mean, — in a stable on earth ; but choirs of 
angels announced it in the sky above. His cradle was 
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a manger; yet a star led wise men of the East, 
hundreds of miles, to the very spot. He had neither 
the equipage of kings nor a crowd of princes ; but 
the dumb who gazed on Him sang His praise, the 
lame followed Him, the deaf heard Him, the blind saw 
Him. He had no guard of soldiers, but His word was 
law to death and the grave. He walked not on tapes- 
try, but upon the waters of the sea. He kept no trea- 
sure, but when He wanted money a iSsh in the sea 
supplied Him. He had no bams or cornfields, but 
with five small loaves He could feed five thousand. So 
now in the meaimess of His death the latent power of 
His eternal life breaks forth ; for in the hour of death 
He gives eternal Hfe ; and at the last gasp saves an 
immortal soul The best vindication of His true cha- 
racter "would be testified to by the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, when they beheld that 
sinner's soul, of whose damnation they would un- 
hesitatingly have prophesied six hours before, pass 
through the gates of the eternal city into the paradise 
of God. Such are the lessons this incident may teach 
us, in connection with the grace of God and the cha- 
racter and glory of Christ. And now, having deduced 
from the subject a lessson for the understanding, let 
me speak a word to the heart. 

(II.) I will oflfer a word of spiritual encouragement 
to the soul that has some hopes, some anxiety for its 
salvation, and yet is full of trembling and doubts. 
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This glorious example of a late, but complete accep- 
tance, has been left on record that none might despair. 
Is any one in alarm about his salvation ? Dost thou 
think God will cast thee out, and dost thou want 
encouragement ? I deliberately ask thee, if any com- 
bination of circumstances could possibly have been 
arranged to give thee greater consolation ? 

It does not merely rest on a verbal statement^ it is 
wrought out in an instance from real life ; and all the 
moving doctrines of the Gospel are as it were recapitu- 
lated in this most blessed practical example. This 
man who touched the Master was a sinner. On the 
the very cross he had sinned, — ^he had blasphemed and 
reviled the Son of God. then, if thou art troubled 
and fearful, mark well this thief, this sinner upon his 
cross on Calvary. Mark well this glorified siAner, — 
this felon of yesterday, a king upon his throne in the 
new Jerusalem which is above. These two glances at 
the thief should meet thy case and speak to thy heart, 
faithless Christian. Trust not thy heart of unbelief, 
for he that trusteth his own heart is a fool. Does the 
devil teU thee heaven is bright, but that it is too good 
for thee, and that thou canst never get there ? Eefute 
his lying calumnies at the foot of the cross. Look at 
that centre cross, and then at the one at the right 
hand, and say, — " This is the forgiving Saviour, this 
the forgiven sinner." Note the historical example of 
the thief on the cross, and say, — "Get thee hence^ 
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Satan, for it was said unto the thief, To-day shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise." God says, to-day ; the devil 
says, to-morrow. The Lord says. Now is the accepted 
time ; the devil bids Felix wait for a convenient 
season. Jehovah cries, To-day is the day of salvation ; 
the devil says. To-morrow we will consider and re- 
pent 

The bleeding Saviour cries, — ^To-day, if ye will hear 
My voice, harden not your hearts; — the heart says, 
To-morrow, to-morrow, and to-morrow. Jesus says, — 
Follow Me; the devil says, — Suffer me first to bid 
them farewell that are at home. 

To-day, Brethren, is the Lord's positive and sincere 
invitation. Did the Lord deal in uncertainties, — in 
yea and nay ; did He use peradventure, and offer possi- 
bilities; had He omitted to give thee strong con- 
solation by the union of two immutable things, — flis 
promise and His oath; had He not left such a 
standing example as this on record of His victorious 
grace and omnipotent love, then wouldst thou be more 
pardonable in thy doubts as to His grace and thy 
salvation. 

But now thou hast no excuse for unbelief nor fear. 
Dost thou think that to believe is presumptuous? 
Dost thou think that to cling to Christ and to appro- 
priate His salvation, will add to the residue of thy 
sins ? Dost thou think that unbelief is moral honour ? 
Thy treacherous heart can hardly be so illogical as 
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this. I will ask thee whether thou dost please (rod 
better in accepting the gratuitous salvation which He 
hath given thee in His Son, or by rejecting that suf- 
fering Messiah, — ^which is in effect crucifying Him 
afresh, and treading under foot His precious blood? 
Art thou willing to enter heaven on the same terms as 
this thief? Then thou mayest be saved : those jasper 
thrones are for the unworthy ; those crowns of gold 
are for the brows of sinners ; those glittering robes of 
light are to cover those who once were naked. Art 
thou a sinner? Dost thou feel thou art wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked, then do not 
argue in unbelief, but act in faith ; do not canvass the 
great salvation, but take it, appropriate it, and thou 
wilt find Jesus Christ the very Saviour suited to thy 
need. 

(III.) And thirdly, as I have spoken a word of en- 
couragement to the trembling and anxious inquirer, so 
will I gather from my text a word of warning to the 
presumptuous unbeliever. 

My brother, only one such example is given, that 
none may presume. And yet you are presuming upon 
this one. You stifle conviction, you discard the voice 
erf warning providences, you try to sear your conscience, 
you quench the strivings of the Spirit of God in your 
heart, you deliberately lead a life devoted to ceaseless 
business, to manual toO, or to worldly pleasure. And 
why do you do this ? 
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Do yoii dispute the truths we enforce and advance ? 
Not at all. But you find present effort difficult, Mid 
though you know you have not yet turned to God, yet 
you hope — ^What for? For a death-bed repentance. 
Alas, this is dangerous. In the solemn hour of death 
you want a Saviour found, and with you, and not to 
have to seek Him. Besides, What is your idea of a 
death-bed repentance? Do you think it is a mere 
wish? The utterance of a belief with the lip, the 
rehearsal of a Shibboleth ? Even then your repentance 
must be true and active, it must be based on the ten 
commandments, it must be intentionally holy, it must 
be co-equal with the whole law, though you are within 
a few feet of the grave. 

I say this one extraordinary example of Divine 
grace is given, that none may despair. I say there is 
only one, that none may presume. Still, to confute 
thee, if thou dost excuse thy procrastination by this 
example of a late repentance, let me endeavour to 
show what is involved even in this rapid conversion 
and sudden transition. 

(i.) This thief manifested sorrow for sin. Though 
ho was hardened when he was crucified, and joined 
ins fellow in reviling Jesus as an impostor (for it is 
written, — " The thieves also which were crucified 
with Him cast the same in ffis teeth"), still through 
the grace of God, he became convicted of his sin, and 
obtained a godly sorrow unto repentance unto life. 



42 cheist's absolution of the thief. 

(ii.) But genuine sorrow demands expression. With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. " If we 
confess our sins, God is faithftd and just to forgive us 
our sins." Confession of sin is part of true repentance. 
The thief acknowledged his transgressions, and his 
unrighteousness did he not hide. Thus, though the 
time during which this took place was very brie^ he 
showed the evidences of repentance towards Grod and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and 
faith, — ^the two grand themes of St. Paul's preaching, 
who went about publicly from house to house, testify- 
ing these both to the Jews and also to the Greeks. Thus 
the death-bed repentance, on the chance of which you 
will peril your soul, must be much more genuine and 
comprehensive than you think, as proved by the very 
example on which you rest your dangerous hopes. He 
had the humility to confess his sins, and to express his 
self-condemnatioa 

(iii) He displayed a most extraordinary faith. With- 
out faith it is impossible to please God ; and it was 
necessary that this man should have a living faith, 
though at the last gasp. And it was an extraordinary 
faith to recognize in that bleeding, dying, crucified 
form near him, the Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world, He who was the owner of ^a kingdom. He 
showed faith as well as sorrow. 

(iv.) He had the moral courage to rehuke his comrade. 
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He confessed his own sin, and then he could no longer 
become a partaker of other men's sins ; and therefore 
he turned to his comrade, in whose taunts he had 
lately joined, and became like Noah, — a preacher of 
righteousness, though he was upon the malefactor's 
cross. 

(v.) He was not ashamed of vindicating ths cha- 
robder of Christ. He no longer wished to curry favour 
with the mob by joining in their brutal insults. 
Death is now' a stem reality, and flattery or curses are 
trebly hatefiil. He vindicates Christ, and condemns 
the priests and scribes and the attesting mob, by 
saying, — " This Man hath done nothing amiss." 

(vl) His prayer displays his faith and humility. 
If he had no faith he would not have prayed. Let 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. And his faith rested 
on the first word of his prayer, — " Lord : " acknowledging 
the divinity of the Sufferer. Behold humility in his 
request: he asks only for remembrancQ. He does 
not ask for a kingdom, but for an act of the Bedeemer's 
memory. " Remember me when Thou comest into thy 
kingdom ; remember that Thou hast a fellow-sufferer. 
Eemember me." And our gracious Lord surpasses his 
prayer ; for as he asks only to be remembered, Christ 
gives him at once forgiveness, salvation, companionship, 
and triumph with Himself for ever and ever. 

Lord, remember me, — even me! Oh, short mono- 
syllable! brightest word! Yet instinct with aU 
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the mystery of personality, a word of mightier import 
than treasures of eloquence! It sets forth all that 
separates me from another, and leaves me for ever my 
solitary consciousness ; my hopes, my fears, my joys, 
my sorrows are shrunk into that unity, and are com- 
passed in that narrow bound. What immortal in- 
terests doth not a little word embrace ! Lord, remember 
me I may each of us be taught by the Holy Ghost 
to utter this prayer ! and may the memory of Jesus 
have a distinct apprehension of each one* of us, saying 
to us, — '* I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hand, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me." "Lord, 
remember David!** exclaims the Psalmist of Israel. 
" Eemember me ! *' exclaims the exemplary NehemiaL 
" Lord, remember me ! " exclaims the dying thief, 
"Lord, remember mel'* vibrates in each heart that 
throbs with spiritual life. 

Remember me ! When I suffer from the temptations 
to which I am exposed, when indwelling sin is stirred 
to its depths, when sorro\^ maketh my heart heavy, 
and when clouds eclipse the light of my soul, when I 
forget Thee, Lord, remember me ! 

Bemember m« .' When I seek thy throne for the con- 
solations of thy grace, when I struggle to run the way 
of thy commandments, when apart from the world, I 
devote myself to God, remember me, with the favour 
that Thou bearest unto thy people. 

B&nember me ! When I turn to ashes, when I slough 
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this garb of mortality, when my body crumbles into 
dust, when I cross the threshold of eternity, then 
remember me, concerning this also, and spare me ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies. 

Remember me! When I stand in that last great 
gathering of the human family, when amidst the 
myriads of our race my personality is known to 
myseK and to my Judge, and I feel as if I stood con- 
fronted with my Judge alone, — in the hour of death 
and in the day of judgment, good Lord, remember me ! 

Eemember me in this world : remember me in the 
next world. And when the issues are known, when 
the triumph begins, when the song goes forth, " lift 
up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in," 
then, Lord, r&mefmher me, when Thou contest into 
thy kingdom. 

Let these be our desires. To this prayer let us affix 
our deep Amen. And Thou, O Son of God, who art 
now lifted up,— not upon thy cross, a spectacle to the 
barbarous men Thou wouldest redeem ; but t^ho sittest 
at the right hand of the Father, awaiting the time 
when thy enemies shall be thy footstool,— hast Thou 
forgotten this scene? Thou dost remember every 
moment of those fearful hours. Has thy Divine cha- 
racter changed ? Has thy power of forgiveness become 
quenched, or thy meekness exhausted? It cannot be : 
this very thief, who is now with Thee in paradise, is a 
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living proof of what Thou wast and of what Thou art. 
Have mercy upon us ; and when we utter his heart- 
stricken prayer, — "Lord, remember me, when Thou 
comest into thy kingdom ! " do Thou, forgiving us our 
sins in thy blood, reply, — " Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you fix)m the 
foundation of the world." Amen. • 



III. 

OUR LOED'S COMMENDATION OF HIS 
MOTHER 

John xix. 26, 27. 
'* WoTtiany hehoJd thy son ! Behold thy mother ! " 

EvEBY duty in its due proportion is to be found em- 
bodied in the wondrous life of our God manifest in 
the flesh! And yet more wonderfiil to relate, our 
duties (which are our virtues) become, if possible, 
more radiant in the hours of His protracted death. 

It is on Calvary, upon the cross of that dying Man, 
that we have caught the sweetest glimpse of heaven's 
crowning virtues, the brightest gems in Jehovah's dia- 
dem, — ^Mercy and Grace. And upon the same place, 
in the midst of that shouting, tumult, blasphemy, and 
blood, shall we catch the sweetest glimpse of earth's 
brightest relationship, — that of Mother and Son. Truly 
the incarnation is the mystery of godliness. In it are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ; — for 
in it we have not only a spotless expiation for the sins 
of man, but a perfect display of each and every virtue 
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and duty, which is the omament of human nature in 
or out of the Garden of Eden. Here is man glorious ; 
glorious in righteousness, trebly glorious by contrast 
with the sin which environs him on every side. 

We proceed to consider our Saviour's third speech 
on the cross. 

I. Let us direct our attention to the consideration 
of the speech itself 

(1) Let us admire its sublime simplicity. What 
can be more chaste and simple, yet forcible, than this 
affectionate commendation, by a dying Man, of His 
mother, to a newly foimd son ? — ^to a son who should 
supply His own place? And do we not know that 
what is true to nature and really powerful, is always 
simple ? Eeal feeling hates affectation and demands 
simplicity. When the heart feels and the mind swells 
with thoughts that bum, they are content to find 
utterance in language that becomes an infant's lips. 
" Woman, behold thy son ! " " Behold thy mother I " 
Here there is no affectation: aU is simple, grand, and 
loving. He does not now call her " mother," because 
He is on the point of dissolving all earthly rel«fcion- 
ships, which for a time He had voluntarily underta- 
ken, and which He had perfectly discharged ; He does 
not call her " mother,'* because He is handing her over 
in that very character to another, and therefore in His 
address to His disciple He says, — "Thy mother:" 
'^Behold thy mother." **Son : " — ^this word is the implied 
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preface of the command ; and what volumes of feel- 
ing and motive inlay that word I How simple, yet how 
comprehensive ! From this time view and treat het as 
thy nearest and dearest relative. "r%:**-^this iA 
the binding word to the whole, and makes the request 
personal and appealing. ** Mother" is that chaste word 
which first falters on the lips of the babe, and touches 
a chord in the heart of the grey-headed old man bowed 
down with years, who feels a halo of bright love 
which still lingers around his mother and the days of 
his youth* Let U8|> then, admire the subUme simpli-^ 
city of this speech* 

(2) Let us notice its exquisite tenderness. €an we 
conceive more delicacy ot tenderness of feeling than 
is here displayed, in this institution of a neV i^lation^ 
ship) 

Am I to caliitarequ^, or aconimandf— "Wottiafi, 
behold thy son r* "Behold thy mother!" Thatwomail 
Would soon be childless, and it is probable that Joseph 
Was dead and that she was then a widow ; what bettet 
gift could she crave than that of a son ? 

How tenderly her Son gives her a son !-^the disci- 
ple whom He himself especially loved, and who hd;d 
lesmt upon His bosom. At this moment was the pro- 
phecy of Simeon (uttered tiirty4hree years before) 
being fulfilled,— "A sw<mJ shAll pierce through thine 
own soul also." Her feelings fts a mother wefre now 
agonizing, and her' Son Remembered the 147th Psalnr, 
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where it is written, — "The Lord healeth the broken 
in heart and bindeth up their wounds ; " and with the 
most exquisite tenderness would the dying Son do 
this for His broken-hearted mother before His death. 
What a wondrous exhibition of the Lord our God! 
What a sweet trait of Incarnate Deity : — God manifest 
in the flesh ! We might have imagined a dispensation 
in which His vindictive fury against sin might have 
again shaken Sinai to its base. We might have ima- 
gined the breath of His mouth, at which hot burning 
coals were kindled, causing the mountains to melt : 
but behold our Redeemer as the Prince of Peace ; and 
those hands which hold creation, so gentle that they 
will not snap the reed hanging by a single fibre. We 
anight have imagined His feet Uke brass glowing in 
the furnace ; but the spikenard and the tears of the 
penitent trickled over them, and they left no impress 
on the waves of Galilee. We might have imagined 
eyes like a flame of fire ; but the tears of sympathy 
and pity actually feU from them. We might have 
turned pale at the sound of that Voice which is as the 
sound of many waters, which can rend the rocks, and 
raise the dead : it simply said, — " Blessed are the 
merciful, the meek, the mourner;" it said, — "Woman, 
behold thy son," "Behold thy mother." 

(3) Mark its leatdy, as manifesting the most ex- 
treme consideration for others. The silence of Scrip- 
ture is as wonderful as its speech : it tells us little to 
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satisfy our curiosity about the early life of Christ ; it 
just gives us one passing glimpse of Him, and that is 
to enforce a duty ; — ^when He was twelve years of age, 
He went down to Nazareth and was subject to His 
parents. It is probable that during His life our Saviour 
lived in obscurity, and laboured at His trade as a car- 
penter, and helped to support both His father and 
tnother, and Himself; and now He was filled with a 
desire to make provision for her in her old age, that 
in the days of dearth she should have enough. He 
whose affecting title, is "the God of the fatherless and 
the widow," He knew what the widow is called upon 
to suffer, without a protector, with a slender income, 
and with a heart grieving under the memories of for- 
ilier joys and comfort, more acutely felt by contrast 
with the painful present 

And so He thought of her : He gave her a son, and 
be gave her a home. 

O, my Brethren, look not every man at his owm 
things, but every man also at the things of others. 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who in His death displayed the utmost consideration 
and thoughtfulness of His bereaved mother, and sai^ 
— " Woman, behold thy son ! " " Behold thy mother ! " 

Further, we notice the quality of this grace^ as being 
heightened by the circumstances of its utterance ; — ^as 
being a speech of considerate love in the lips of agony, 
Mark, — •'* When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple 
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standing by whom He loved:" — ^when Christ was 
dying He both knew His mother, and seeing her near 
His cross, singled her out from a group of women all 
of whom He knew and dearly loved. 

Awful as were His bodily agonies. He was still 
Himself: He opened His dying eyes and saw His 
mother ; He remembered her face and His early asso- 
ciations, and He felt the sorrow of her that sorrowed 
as childless; and thus in His greatest agonies He loved 
His neighbour as Himself, and remembered to glorify 
the first commandment with promise. 

Who does not know the unchecked tendency of 
pain to selfishness ? Who is not apt to foiget others 
when pain concentrates attention on self? AIas( sel- 
fishness is the disease of every soul, for self enters into 
the texture of every sin, and is the basis of every evil 
thought ! This is the principle which we see every day 
developed around us, in a thousand different modes dt 
external action. But how bright is unselfishness I 
What moral beauty and power it has ! Yet how much 
brighter is it when issuing from the lips of agony, — 
when springing from pain, which, if I may dare to say 
it, might possibly make its opposite somewhat mcNre 
venial I say, what a sublime example is this of con- 
inderateness and tmselfishness, as proceeding from the 
lq)s of a dying man; — ^yea, a man crucified on a cross; 
Very different is the quality of such virtue to that 
for which Socrates is famed at his philosophic death. 
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(4) Let US admire its ddieaie force. I have said 
that it is simple ; but the simplicity of genius is of 
itself moral force, — ^for the inspiration, of the heart 
can make the language of babes emphatia And with 
what exquisite delicacy, and yet with what earnest 
force is the request conveyed: and how is this set 
forth ? In the speech being doubled, and in the com- 
mendation of both to each other. Eepetition, as in 
Pharaoh's dream, is nature's emphasis. The request 
is given to one, and its converse is repeated to the 
other, so that both alike feel the individual and com- 
bined force of the appeal. With His dying breath He 
created a new relationship. Marriage is a new rela- 
tionship instituted by words, and in this case the voice 
of Jesus instituted a new bond between a son and a 
mother when she was old. 

It may be that Christ turns His dislocated head to 
the right when He hears the sobs of His broken-hearted 
mother, who must have felt anguish at the loss of such 
a Son ; and then turning, with pain and agony, to look 
at John, who would breathlessly tremble as he heard 
words addressed to him by his beloved Master in such 
a position, he makes the request more binding by re* 
peating, — " Behold thy mother." Thus let us admire 
the exquisite tenderness, the delicacy of feeling, the 
simplicity and force of nature which is hidden in this 
plaintive appeal Neither pa.rty could forget them 
while life and memory lasted. They are forcible : and 
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surely no words could "be commonplace, uttered by 
such a Person, in such a place, and at such a time. 

II. And let me endeavour to stir up your minds, by 
way of remembrance as to Who it is that is speaking. 

In our last discourse we entered into the exposition 
of the " WHO " in the consideration of the thief ; but the 
due analysis of the word Who is of much more diflScult 
proportions in the present case. This is* God : this is 
the Son of God : this is He of whom it is written, — 
" Behold God is great, and we know Him not, neither 
can the number of His years be searched out : " this is 
He who made the world, and upholdeth all things by 
the word of His power ; this is He who has labored 
with His own hands, and for many a year has followed 
the calling of a carpenter, who worked for others, and 
probably earned a precarious livelihood by the sweat of 
His brow. He could look up to the sky and count the 
stars which He had once made, and remember their 
myriad names as in the day when He launched them 
into space from the footstool of His throne in heaven ; 
and He could look to earth and see the woman to whom 
He was subject when He was young, for He once went 
down to Nazareth and was subject unto her, did what she 
told Him, carried out Her wishes, because she was His 
mother, of the seed of David, according to the flesh. 
He whose word called the earth from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down thereof, and whose mouth 
surnamed the stars^ did not disdain to cry, with human 
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lips, the touching cry of " Mother." I say again, great 
is the mystery of godliness ; the more we enter into 
its depths the more we are astonished at its perfection, 
its wisdom, its adaptation, its tenderness, and, not least, 
with its sublime moral force. The incarnation is a 
fact worthy of God. 

III. And as I have alluded to the Master's speech, 
may I not likewise allude, in passing, to the disciple's 
condtid ? 

It is told us, with all the usual force and simplicity 
of the Word of God,— "And from that hour that 
disciple took her to his own home." The bands of 
mother and son had been rivetted by the dying breath 
of the Son of one, and the Master of the other : and 
from that hour the relationship is acknowledged. The 
spirit that bound Euth to Naomi would now link 
these two hearts. " Where thou goest I wiU go. Thy 
people shall be my people, and thy home my home." 
John probably led her away from the scenes of agony, 
from beholding her beloved Son on the cross of igno- 
miny, and took her to his lodgings in Jerusalem ; and 
then he returned to view the final completion of the 
grelat mystery, — ^to hear the blessed cry, " It is finished," 
— ^and see the water and blood issue from the side that 
was pierced by the soldier's spear. 

L Having thus briefly considered the speech, I 
would now point out to you the special honour which is 
ihvsput on the fifth conimandfnent. 



66 OUR lord's commendation 

Theio was tenderness to be found even amidst the 
(\xry of the consuming fire, the blackened tempest, and 
^lemental war of the quaking Sinai, for the voice out 
of the midst of the fire soid,-^" Honour thy father and 
thy mother." This was the first commandment with 
promise, and this is especially magnified and made 
honourable by Christ's third speech upon the cross. It 
is true the Lord would do nothing to encourage any 
peculiar sanctity about His mother, who was a sinful 
woman, though blessed among women because of the 
great honour of being the mother of the Messiah. It 
is trua that at th^ mirp^cle of turning water into wine, 
ftt Cana of Galilee, Jle said,-^" Woman, what have I to 
do with thee ? " and that when a woman cried out,—*- 
"Blessed is the wojnb that bare Thee," He at once 
checks ai^y souroe of carnal joy or merit in the creature, 
and said,-^" Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the 
Word of God and keep it : " it Ib true that in His 
official character as the Mediator between God and 
man He knew her iiQt, though her intervention was 
necessary to make the Mediator our Kinsman, bone of 
our bone, and flesh of pup flesh ; but as a man He was 
her Son, for He was bom of a woman, and as such He 
honoured her, and Jle now remember^ her, and provides 
for her future life. 

And how wonderful, how simple, how apparently 
undesigned is the balance of th^ Gospel history : for, 
whilst we do not fin^ on^ jot nor one tittle to counte-^ 
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nance tbe idolatrous homage paid to the Virgin Mary 
in the Church of Eome— yea rather what tends the 
other way, an express avoidance of any magnifying 
her as the instrumental mother of the human Mediator 
— so nevertheless do we get clear outlines of filial duty, 
and. get passing glimpses which show us our' Saviour as 
a perfect Son, obeying the fifth commandment — Gloving, 
obeying, and cherishing His mother, and leaving us in 
this, as in all other duties, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
practical example. 

11. I would remark upon the perfection, of the Prac^ 
ticed Example. 

It is supposed that human virtue and human vice 
reached their extremes at the same epoch. At this very 
titne, when Jesug was on His cross in Judsea, Tiberius, 
the Eoman Emperor, was in his palace in the island 
of Capri. That wretch in human form, who ran 
through the catalogue of crime, and sank humanity 
to a lower level than that of the beasts ; this head of 
the Eoman Empire was giving the world an example 
of crimes which made pagans blush and hide their 
faces. At that time atonement was being made ; In- 
carnate Virtue was dying for the sins of the whole 
world, and offering a Perfect Pattern of every virtue 
and excellency that can adorn unstained humanity. 

in And now let us give a practical application 
to our text It may, in one word, remind us of our 
social duties; that is, the proper discharge of the duties 
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which belong to the relations of our present life. There 
are three primaiy relations which we may conclude are 
embraced in this precept and example. 

(1) The first relationship to which I allude is that 
of husbands and wives. 

(2) The second is that of parents and children. 

(3) The third is that of masters and servants. 
Such are the branches of duty summed up in this 

example; but I think I shall do wisely to confine your 
attention to the second^ as springing more immediately 
from our text.- 

My Brethren, I unhesitatingly preach to you salva- 
tion by grace, and teU you that all your righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags. 

In discoursing on my last theme, I endeavoured to 
cast into relief in the strongest manner, the sovereign 
grace of God ; for I know no other ground for acceptance 
in the day of judgment, save the spotless righteousness 
and the meritorious death of our adorable Saviour; 
therefore I will infuse as much intensity, as much 
length and breadth as I can into the expression, " By 
grace ye are saved." 

Still, I- will at this time with the greatest willing- 
ness travel back to Sinai, and listen to that trumpet- 
tongued voice which thunders forth the two tables of 
the law. I will join the Israelites in the darkened 
valley, and listen to the tones of the fiifth command- 
ment, as it floats over-head, echoing in the peaks and 
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fastnessess of Horeb, and reaching to the glens of the 
fEirthest side of the distant valleys. I will preach the 
grace of God absolutely, but I wiU preach good works 
relatively ; for what God hath joined together let no 
man put asunder. I will quote St Paul, both in 
Ephesians and Titus. Eph. ii 8, 9 : "For by grace are 
ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it 
is the gift of God : not of works, lest any man should 
boast." Titus ii. 9 — 14 : " Exhort servants to be obe- 
dient unto their own masters, and to please them well 
in all things ; not answering again ; not purloining, 
but showing all good fidelity; .that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world ; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

The social . relationship which claims our attention 
is that of parents and children. 

(1) First then, let me address myself to parents. 
If children have duties towards their parents, so have 
parents towards their children. I shall not now insist 
oh what may be called natural duties, such as feeding, 
clothing, and housing them, for these obvious duties 
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few amongst us, I hope, can be said to neglect ; but I 
will remind you of your duty to them in the matter of 
instruction and example. 

(a) You owe the immortal being you have brought 
into the world, the best spiritual instructum. You are 
commanded to bring them up in the nurture and ad* 
monition of the Lord : and to this end you must see 
that they are taught, so soon as they shall be able to 
learn, what a Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ is : what 
a precious thing an immortal soul is : what a grievous 
thing sin is : and what are the powers of the world to 
coma 

(6) And then you owe them good example. Example 
is practical precept : it is the glory of doctrine. If 
you are negligent of religion, will your children be 
godly ? If you are known to tell lies, will your chil- 
dren be truthful ? If you are untidy or unclean in 
your habits, will they be patterns of order? If you 
are dishonest and rob your employers, wiU they be 
conscientious ? If you are quarrelsome, will they be 
loving? The children are aflfected by their parents; 
and to your children, parents, I say that you owe 
the debts of instruction and good example. 

(2) And now children let me remind you of your 
duties to your parents, and this is the especial feature 
which the text sets before us. 

Let me speak to those who are children, and by this 
I mean not mere childi^en, but young men and young 
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women as well, many of whom are still under their 
parents' roof. 

Children, yon owe your parents obedience, afifection, 
and support. It is your duty to love, honour, and 
succour your fiather and your mother. 

Young men, you are now growing up to man's 
estate: you are earning your daily or your weekly 
wages by the honourable sweat of your brow. Did 
you ever deny yourself something to give to your 
mother? Did you ever bring her home a trifle^ to 
cause a smile on that furrowed feice ? Did yoii ever give 
her some little addition to meet the burden of her rent? 

Young women, do you requite your mother's love 
with affection and respect? or are you sighing after 
company: gadding about, with your wages carried 
upon your back in fineiy, instead of making a daugh-^ 
ter^s present of a good garment to your dear mother? 
Do you remember the hymn of your childhood? — 

"When thou art feeble, old, and gray, 
My healthy arm shall be thy stay, 
And i win soothe thy pains away : 
My Mother." 

Alas, young men, how different is it if you rush to 
the publio-house a» soon as you grasp your wages, if 
you keep your mother watching on Saturday night, if 
bills and debts press upon you in this and that shop; 
— '' such a son is a grief to his £sither and bitterness 
to her that bare him." 
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If your mother be aged or hoixseless, to whom can 
she look save her children ? Oh did you but know her 
feelings when you were born, when her sonxjw was 
turned into joy! What bright anticipations were 
formed over that unconscious child ! When you slept, 
she watched you ; when you wept, she wept ; when 
you smiled, the mother smiled ; when you writhed with 
pain, her heart bled ; and if she were pious, often has 
she lifted up her heart in prayer, that the blessing 
of the God of Jacob might rest upon your head. 

Alas, how often have early hopes been blighted! 
How often has the fond indulgent mother had to weep 
over the- neglect, the ingratitude, the cruelty of her 
son I That son, who when he was sick in his youth, 
she has implored God almost angrily in her prayers, 
to spara Better had she bowed and said, — " Lord, I 
know not what is before either him or me : do Thou 
what is best. Not my will, but Thine be done.*' 
Children, honour your parents while you have them. 

My Mends, who have lost these your best earthly 
friends, do you not feel the truth of my words ? If 
you loved and cherished them, now that they are dead 
your sorrow is deep, but not imbittered ; but if your 
memory, which sorrow and loss make active, records 
unkindness and ingratitude, how bitter and unavailing 
must be the tears of your repentance. 

Oh the farewell of parents and children on the eve 
of eternity, is a very solemn scene in the fearful 
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drama of human life ; when a dying father can 
stretch forth the nervous hand, and lay it on the head 
of his son, and say, — " God bless thee, my son, thou 
hast been a son to me ; I will bless thee before I die :" 
and when that mother, whose eyes first gushed with 
the first kind tear of which I was the proprietor, can 
.say ere she leaves me in a world never felt so blank 
before, — " God be gracious unto thee, my son." Young 
man and yoimg woman, count your father's and your 
mother's blessing dearer to you than thousands of gold 
and silver : covet this priceless heritage, and act so as 
to deserve this imbought treasure. 

It is a blank when the best friends whom nature 
herself made for us are taken away. The world is 
more desolate when those who take the deepest in- 
terest in us are gone. Young man and young woman, 
honour thy father and thy mother. Consider the 
breasts upon which you hung as a helpless babe, the 
arms that sustained you and hushed you to sleep. 
Number your mother's restless nights and incessant 
anxieties for your health and happiness. How often 
has she snatched you from water and from fire, or 
wrested from your hands the instrument of death! 
You never can repay her, — ^you know not what she did ; 
nor can you conceive, until you become a parent your- 
self, those countless benefits which are numbered not 
:by units but by years. 

Cast your eye upon your father If be be poor, 
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look upon his furrowed brow, parched by the summer's 
sultry sun; those limbs, frozen with winter's cold; 
those hands, hard with labour; his body, bent with 
fatigue, or it may be by some unforeseen and painful 
accident, while he was toiling for your support^ that 
by warm clothes and cheerful fire he might protect 
you from the hardships of hunger, cold, and nakednesa 
Ask him, — "Father, where are the savings of hard 
labour and continued struggle for forty years: what 
provision have you made for feeble old age?" The 
old man will answer, — " Your love, my children, is my 
treasura In your affection and care for me when I 
am old, I must rely; remembering how I cared for you 
when you were youngs The maintenance of a laige 
family, sickness, death, and accidents, would never 
allow me to lay by a penny; and should Qod prolong 
my life a little longer, I must die in a workhouse, or 
look to you, my sons^ to comfort your father when he 
is old." 

And this is the man whom the wild, selfish, and 
sensual young man would dishonour and disgrace, and 
of whom some would even be ashamed. The deadliest 
human trial is the ingratitude of childreti. But a 
blessing shall rest upon the head of the dutiful child. 
I will set this point before you, in conclusion,, in a 
simple and touching anecdote. 

Frederick, king of Prussia, one day rang his bell : 
nobody answered. He opened the door, and found 
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his page asleep in his chair. Advancing to awaken 
him, he saw the corner of a letter hanging out of his 
pocket : curiosity prompted him to open it. It was a 
letter from the lad's mother, in which she thanked him 
for having sent her some of his wages to relieve her 
misery, and finished by telling him God would bless 
him for his dutiful afifection. The king returned to 
his room, took a bag full of ducats, and slipped them 
with the letter, into the page's pocket. Eetuming to 
his chamber, he rang his bell again, so loud, that it 
awoke the page, who instantly made his appearance. 

" You have had a sound sleep," said the king. 

The page was at a loss to excuse himself, and 
putting his hand into his pocket by chance, found 
there the bag of ducats. He took it out, turned pale, 
looked at the king, and burst into tears, without being 
able to utter a word. 

" What is that ? " said the king. 

" Ah, sire," said the young man, " somebody seeks 
my ruin ; I know nothing of the money I have just 
found in my pocket." 

" My young friend," replied Frederick, " God often 
does great things for us, even in our sleep. Send that 
to your mother, and salute her from me, and assure 
her that I will take care of you and her." 

And now, young people, remember the fifth com- 
mandment, and the practical lesson which I have 
drawn from this simple and tender speech of Christ 
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on the cross, — "Woman, behold thy son ! Then saith 
He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from 
that hour that disciple took her unto his own home." ' 



IV. 

CHEISrS LAMENTATION 
AT HIS DESERTION BY HIS FATHER 

Matt, xxvii. 46. 
"Jfy Ood, my Ood, why host Thmfwmhm Me f " 

These heart-rending words had been on record a 
thousand years before they were uttered in all their 
awful reality. They had echoed in many a synagogue, 
from Dan even to Beersheba, before they were heard 
in Golgotha — ^that place of a skull. Some of the 
Scribes and Pharisees who cruelly watched the cruci- 
fixion and said, — " Let us see whether Elias wiU come 
and save Him," — ^had perhaps commented on them and 
given them a gloss of hypocrisy and ignorance : but 
now the cry is heard. The very sarcasms of the wicked 
by-standers had been registered in that Psalm a thou- 
sand years before : their very acts had been described 
therein ; and so the very opening words are the literal 
cry of the Messiah's soul, when in the agonies of 
spiritual desertion, and when going down to the gate 
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of death for the expiation of our sins. And now, in 
approaching this most solemn and mysterious speech, 
I would do so with humility and godly fear, — I would 
remember the command to Moses: — "Put oflf thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground," — I would desire to explain 
it no further than I am warranted by Holy Scripture, 
— ^I would check all unhallowed speculation on so 
great a mystery, and so heart-rending a cry. This 
speech is a contrast to that of the last : that was the 
voice of sweetest love, — ^this the cry of a soul in 
agony; — ^yea, in the water-floods of sorrow and an- 
guish. This requires a most thoughtful and discrimi- 
nating treatment; and though I shall consider it as 
simply as I can consistently with its depth and force, 
so that all my brethren may understand it, still I 
must crave your serious attention to foUow the chain 
of my statements. The great obstacle to our under- 
standing this passage is our sin. Our mind is darkened 
with ignorance, and our heart is miserable and carnal, 
so that truth makes little impression; and therefore 
we treat with carelessness the most astounding myste- 
ries because their force must be spiritually discerned. 

But as I have myself sought the assistance of God 
in my reflections on this affecting and mysterious text, 
so let me pray that He, who alone can teach and lead 
us to understand the things of Christ, may be poured 
out upon speaker and hearers, or writer and readers, 
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to the glory of His name and our furtherancje and joy 
of faith. 

Spirit of God, purchased by the'death of this God- 
Man for us, be with us now and for evermore ! 

The force of this passage appears to me to inlay the 
word *' forsaken." I therefore proceed to the exposi- 
tion of the idea conveyed by the word "forsaken," 
The text is the intense though affectionate complaint 
of the human soul of the Messiah on account of God 
the Father's personal desertion of Him. 

" Forsaken," I may state in passing, is only another 
word for "left." We must first, then, ask in what 
sense God could be said to forsake Christ? Christ 
was composed of body and soul ; but God did not 
forsake His body, because Gbd*s essence is Omnipre- 
sent, and in Him Christ, as a man, lived and moved 
and had His Being. The sense in which He was 
forsaken then was "spiritual," or had reference to 
Christ's human soul. Now, let me ask, — Does forsak- 
ing a person imjply pleasure or displeasure ? We must 
admit, displeasure. Again, — ^Does displeasure imply 
lave or anger ? We must answer, " anger.'* But, once 
more, — forsaking is the withdrawal of one's presence. 
Therefore God's forsaking Christ was the withdrawal 
of His presence from His souL But what does the 
presence of God in the soul mean ? It means the feeling 
or sensation " that God is with you." It means addi- 
tionally, oneness — ^union with God ; but I say, in one 
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« 

word, this is the love of Goi The presence of Gk>d, then, 
in a soul is the experimental sensation of His love 
shed abroad there. God is Jove ; and the soul knows 
and feels this, and this is its rest, its heaven, its 
supreme good, its happiness, its all. We may, then, 
connect the two following ideas with the word for- 
saken : — It implies a withdrawal of love, and the 
infliction of anger or wrath. Now, before I consider 
these thoughts in detail, I must direct your earnest 
attention to a very important point. It may be some 
reflecting person says, — " What ! did God the Father 
withdraw His love from Christ ? Did He inflict wrath 
on Him, or was He angry with Him ? Why, He once 
called Him His ' well-beloved Son : ' and God changes 
not. Christ was now doing the will of the Father ; 
carrying out the purposes of eternity. He was meri- 
toriously suffering for man's salvation ; God's law was 
within Him ; He was now doing what He had said, — 
' Lo, I come to do Thy will, God : yea, Thy law is 
within my h^art.* How, then, could God not love 
His Son, or be angry with Him?" My brethren, who- 
ever thinks in this manner thinks justly: objectors, 
you are right. God, I say, could neither withdraw 
His love nor be angry with His Son — considered 
absolutely ; for His conduct on earth was never more 
acceptable to Him than at that moment, for He was 
now magnifying the law and making it honourable ; 
He was glorifying His obedience, 'for He was now 
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being obedient unto death — even the death of the 
cross; He was sufifering that He might people the 
new paradise, and bring many sons and daughters 
unto glory. What then is our explanation? It is 
this : — Though God never ceased to love His Son, nor 
was ever angry with Him, yet it was a necessary part of 
the expiation of sins that Christ should feel what both 
these experiences were. He is making atonement, and 
EUs soul must be agonized under these awful impres- 
sions ; the sorrowful experience of both must be felt ; 
the emotional sensation must wring His soul. In a 
word (though He did not deserve it). He must fed it. 
The wrath of God, to be appeased, must be borne and 
felt Though He did not merit it. He must know what 
it is, because He is a Saviour, a Sacrifice, a Sin Oflfer- 
ing ; He is making reconciliation for our sins, and is 
being offered to bear the sins of many. He, His own 
self, bare our sins in His own body on the tree. Then 
let me entreat you to distinguish between the absolute 
loss of God's favour or love and the infliction of His 
wrath (considered absolutely), and the expiatory sen- 
sations of the same which it was necessary the Be- 
deemer should feel when He made Himself an Offering 
for sin. Eemember these two reflections, — 

(1) Our sins were imputed to Christ, who, His own 
self, bare our sins in His own body on the tree. 

(2) He was dealt with as though the sins were His 
own. 
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My Brethren, I am directing your attention to the 
word " forsaken," as I think it is the most emphatic 
word in the cry. I do not deny that the word *' Thou " 
may be also emphatic : in that case the meaning is 
obviously this, — "0 my God! lover and fnend hast 
Thou put away from Me, and hid mine acquaintance 
out of my sight. I looked for some to have pity upon 
Me ; but there was no man : neither found I any to 
comfort Me, for even all my disciples forsook Me 
and fled, which was a reproach to Me as their Master. 
I can brook desertion by man — ^both friends and ene- 
mies ; but Thou, my God, my Eock, my Strong Tower, 
my Hope, my Joy, my exceeding Great Eeward, — the 
loss of Thy presence I cannot brook. My God, my 
God, why hast TAow, — ^Thou, in addition to all others, 
forsaken Me ? *' The conclusions, then, which we draw 
from these remarks as regards this wonderful speech 
and its deep meaning are these,— 

I. That Christ felt the sensation of the loss of 
God's love as a Father. 

II. That Christ felt the sensation of God's wrath 
(i,e,, of His judicial anger or displeasure) as an aveng* 
ing Judge. Let us contemplate these two statements. 

I. Christ fdt (he sensation of the loss of QocPs 
love as a Father. Now it is clear that our sorrow for 
the loss of a thing is in exact proportion to our love 
and value of the thing. Do we esteem it lightly? 
Our sorrow at its loss is superficial and transient. Do 
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we esteem it greatly? Our sorrow waxes deeper, and 
the soul groans with more intensity over its loss. Do 
we esteem it beyond everything : do we hold it 
priceless — ^more precious than rubies; yea, than our 
very life ? Our sorrow is a sorrow even unto death. 
Now, God is the chief good — priceless, and beyond all 
else in heaven or earth. Now, — What is sin but the 
soul's separation from Gk)d? And what is hell but 
God's separation from the soul ? And what is spiritual 
death but a sense of this loss ? No more joy, no more 
love, no more admiration, no sweet surprise, no more 
hope, no more gratitude towards God ; but sorrow and 
fear, fear and soitow, and horror from a sense of the 
loss of God and from the impressions of His wrath. 

To appreciate Christ's sorrow at the loss of God's 
favour or love, we must know His value and apprecia- 
tion of that love. Alas ! what can I say on such a 
subject ? I am approaching things that are too wonder- 
ful for me. I am a sinful man, Lord : my heart is 
insensible, carnal, and selfish; my understanding is 
ignorant and, in Divine things, more than childish ; — 
then send out Thy light and Thy truth : let them lead 
me, and may the few words I offer be uttered in 
dependence upon the direction of Thy Holy Spirit 
May He teach me what to say, that in my folly I dis- 
honour not the things of God. Take, then, first a 
sinful man's estimate of this presence — ^this love of 
God. What says a sinful man ? " In Thy presence is 
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fulness of joy : " not joy, but fulness of joy. There the 
cup of bliss runneth over. Again : " I will go unto 
God, my exceeding joy." " Tea, Lord," there may be 
some who say, " Who will show us any good ? Lord, 
lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us." 
"In Thy favour is life :" the life of the soul, which is 
love ; for life is love, and love is life, and when we 
love then we live. " Thy loving-kindness is better than 
life : yea, better than life." As our Saviour should, if 
possible, be dearer to us than our salvation (supposing 
them separable), so God's loving-kindness is better than 
the life whereby it is enjoyed. This is David's estimate 
of the value of the presence and love of God. And 
what saith the renewed heart of any believer ? O my 
God, what is the testimony of any of our hearts that 
have ever felt Thy love i Do we not feel that it is the 
complement of our being ; that in it there is peace, 
there is rest, there is happiness? Hence it is that 
godly men have mourned when sin has clouded the 
radiance of the Divine presence and love, and have 
cried, — "Hide Thy face from my sins, Lord! but 
hide not Thy face from my soul." But what saith the 
Son — ^the Son of God, of whom the Father said, — 
" This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased " ? 
"Father, We are One : Thou lovedst Me before the 
foundation of the world." From eternity the Son had 
been One with the Father, dwelling in His bosom, and 
thus was the original Proprietor of everlasting happi- 
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ness. If union with God be the perfection of our bliss, 
what must be the inconceivable bliss arising from the 
undated union of the uncreated Godhead! He had 
the most exquisite knowledge from such eternal ex- 
periences of what God's love was, and in this propor- 
tion was His mental misery and horror at its first 
eclipse. His sense of loss was embittered by the 
most piercing intelligence. His purity of character 
and His intelligence of mind would lead Him to con- 
sider the knowledge and fruition of God's pure excel- 
lencies as the chief and only good ; and when the 
fruition of these was withheld, it wrung from His 
afflicted soul a cry which all the cruelties of men and 
devils could not : — " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " We gather, therefore, from this passage 
that our Saviour endured the mental agony, exquisite 
in proportion to the purity and intelligence of the 
Suflferer, which consists in the sensation or experi- 
mental knowledge of the withdrawal of God's love 
and the hiding of His countenance. 

Now, to give you an idea of what sorrow is under 
a sense of loss, I wiU take the case of a newly-married 
husband. I will appeal to the man who has had some 
pure impression made upon his heart in early life, and 
who midst difficulties, opposition, and contempt, — midst 
wanderings and perils, has cherished the secret fire, — 
till at last union with the object of his devotion has 
made him taste a happiness, the existence of which he 
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doubted on this side the grave: when lo! the hand 
of sickness is laid upon his loved one, and then death : 
death robs him of his friend, his wife, his J07, and his 
love. WiU not a soul thus wounded and riven, sorrow 
from a sense of loss ? I will take the case of the 
new-made mother. When she imprints her first kiss 
on her child (then first beheld), she remembers no 
more her sorrow for joy that a son is bom : but if 
death robs her of her treasure, she sorrows more than 
if she had never been a mother : like the Shunammite, 
she would cry, — '* Did I desire a son of my Lord ? '* 
better not to have had one than thus to lose him. God 
is love. These strong human impulses are glimmerings 
from Him. It was His will made us feel thus. The love 
that rules us is not inherent, but implanted. Wedded 
love and the mother's love, — the one the strongest, the 
other the purest of humanity, — are spiritual qualities 
wrought in us by God, and their action and laws are 
the operation of His wiU, as plainly as the laws that 
govern matter. My Brethren, such illustrations as 
these, taken from sinful men, are contemptible in com- 
parison with my subject ; it were blasphemy to illustrate 
my subject by them ; I only revert to them to impress 
upon your minds an intelligible idea of sorrow from a 
sense of loss. This then is our first point in the ex- 
position of our text, — Ghrisfs sorrow from a sense of 
the loss of GocPs love as a Father, 

II. We proceed then to consider the second idea. 
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Besides the pain from the sensation of the loss of 
God's love as a Father, we have to notice the other 
element in Christ's desertion, — His sensation of Qod's 
lorcUh, or judicial anger as an avenging Judge. Christ 
tasted in quality the agony that arises from the pressure 
of the displeasure of the Almighty. This is the essence 
of the second death, — ^this is truly the death of the soul : 
for the death of the soul is not ceasing to live, which, 
as by its constitution it is immortal, it cannot do ; but 
it is its intense and abiding misery. It was God who 
made us, and our souls pant for their Creator and 
feel that His love is their life ; and, conversely, His 
wrath is death ; and annihilation preferable to His dis- 
pleasure. My friends, — ^Who knoweth the power of 
God's wrath? Who knows what is meant by the 
fierceness of His anger? Sin is the thing His soul 
hateth : yea, His hatred is equal to its demerits, and 
His wrath equals His hatred of sin. God's hatred of 
sin and indignation against the sinner were now to be 
evidenced, though the beloved Son was a surety : and 
thus God spared not His own Son I And what must be 
the sensation when God's wrath is backed by Omnipo- 
tence ? when the Lord, who can and will punish, arises 
for vengeance? when He who made the soul, — the 
Father of spirits, — ^floods every faculty of it with His 
consuming wrath, and makes it like a fiery furnace in 
His hot displeasure and in the heat of His anger ? 

And if we realize the character of the Inflictor, it 
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will make the sensation of His wrath a thousandfold 
more poignant. It is the wrath of Grod: it is the 
great indignation of Infinite Purity. The anger or 
displeasure of the wicked is an honour, but the anger 
of a good man is grievous ; and the indignation of 
Him, in whose ejes the heavens are not clean, and 
who chargeth His angels with foUj, must cause us to 
cry out, like Cain, — " It is more than I am able to 
bear.'' It is the hot displeasure of Infinite Love. The 
anger of a loving father is far more difficult to support 
than that of a stranger; and the anger of Him who is 
Love, and from whom springs the brightest love we 
know on earth, — a mother's love, — to feel this must 
be misery indeed. Christ felt this. Christ was made 
to feel the agony of rejection as a sin-offering, by Infi- 
nite Purity and Love. 

The sin offering was burned without the camp, to 
indicate its rejection, as bearing sin ; that is, its very 
acceptability was wrought out in having undergone 
the horrors of rejection, though in itself it was pure 
and without blemish. Now the Scripture sets before 
us the wrath of God as the most awful penalty attend- 
ant on a rejected Saviour and Gospel. The unbeliever 
shall not see life : but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. think of this, ye careless, unbelieving souls ! 
The impenitent treasure up wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, — ^who will visit indignation and wrath, tribu- 
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lation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil. Save us from the wrath of the Lamb, is the in- 
voluntary exclamation of the wicked. The angels 
came forth with seven vials fuU of Grod's wrath ; and 
Babylon had the cup of the wine of the fierceness of 
Grod's wrath given her to drink : and there is the great 
winepress of the wrath of God. Moses warns the 
Israelites against God's anger, His wrath, and His 
great indignation. And wKat are the qualities of the 
wrath of God, which make it so fearful i 

(1) The wrath of God is deliberate. Anger is more 
transient and less intense: wrath is a settled and 
deliberate anger. It embraces also His hatred and 
indignation ; ie., hatred against sin, which He Him- 
self tells us is the thing His soul hates and abhors, 
and indignation against the sinner, for Qod is angry 
with the wicked. Considered absolutely it is not 
sudden and transient, but constant and under law. 

(2) The wrath of God is Ao/y. It is begotten of 
the purest holiness ; it rests upon the purest love, — 
the love of good and right ; it is proportioned by Infi- 
nite Justice, and it is guided by the most rational and 
supreme Intelligence. " I will reward them that hate 
Me." (Deut. xxxii. 41.) The creature sins and hates 
God before God hates the creature. (Jer. xliv. 4.) 

(3) The wrath of God, the Father of spirits, in its 
deepest quality is spiritual^ — that is, it is such as acts 
essentially on our souls. 
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(4) The wrath of God is personal. It levels itself 
against a responsible, intelligent, emotional being, who 
will groan more under it, feeling it is directed against 
himself. 

(5) The wrath of God is powerful. It can and 
will wreath a universe in flames, without the interven- 
tion of any secondary cause. With solemn awe we 
may indeed ask the question, — "Who knoweth the 
power of Thy anger ? for according to Thy fear so is 
Thy wrath." 

(6) The wrath of God is felt agony. What the 
pain of fire is to the body, such is the wrath of God 
in its experience to tiie higher spiritual organism of 
the souL Every faculty is on the tension of agony ; 
the understanding, the conscience, the aflfections, are 
aU steeped in sorrow. Well, then, may the Word of 
God speak of the heat of His anger and of His hot 
displeasure. Ah ! Lord, wherefore should Thy wrath 
bum like fire for ever? With the breath of His 
mouth He will slay the wicked, and the ungodly shall 
be as stubble, "when His wrath bums as an oven." 
" Our God is a consuming fire," and His wrath is like 
fire in its powerful, destructive, and agonizing effects. 

(7) The wrath of God is complicate, for it inflicts 
on the soul a train of emotional and varied griefs. Its 
direct action produces sorrow. "This shall ye have 
at Mine hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow." This 
sorrow is but the forerunner of the far more excruciating 
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emotion of fear. Enduring feax is hell within us : fear 
rises in degree even to horror, and in the case of the 
sinner is attended with remorse and despair. Under 
this shall the sinner writhe for ever. 

Our Saviour suffered from the hand of God and the 
sentence of the law ; but He did not suffer from those 
horrible emotions, which are not part of the law's sen- 
tence, but which are accidental (i.«., arising out of 
the nature of the sinner) ; — ^to wit, blasphemy, hatred of 
God, rage, remorse, and despair. These our Saviour 
did not feeL £ut He suffered an agony of mind, as 
part of His expiation of our sin, arising irom His 
sense of His loss of God's love as a Father, and the 
sense of God's wrath and indignation as a Judge. The 
complicate emotions of our Saviour's agony are a great 
mysteiy, — ^though, thanks be unto Him, a mystery of 
love. He was a Man of Sorrows. He felt sorrow from 
a sense of utter desolation. He felt forsaken. Sorrow 
from the sense of imputed guilt, sorrow from the in- 
tellectual knowledge of sin and evil, sorrow from the 
sense of the loss of God's love as a Father, sorrow 
from the direct sense of His wrath as a Judge ; fear 
at the aspect of God as an avenging Judge, fear in its 
nature, quality, and essence, as a part of His mental 
expiation ; horrible dread at death in all its horrors, 
and with every possible element of shame designedly 
mingled together. " If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me ! " was His cry, from amazement at the awful 
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intensity of the sufferings He was called upon to 
endure. His mental sufferings were such in nature, 
and their quality was holy. "Then b^an He to be 
sore amazed and very heavy,*^ and He cried, " My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." What an 
utterance for the Maker of the earth and for a perfect 
man ! The intensity of the emotion is stamped upon 
the exclamation. He begins with a reduplication : — 
" My God ! my God ! " showing great mental agony. 
It is couched in the interrogative or appealing form, 
implying a most vehement action of soul : — " Why, O 
why, hast Thou forsaken Me ? " At the same time 
we must view it, not as a murmur or dissatisfied re- 
proach on the part of Christ, but as the honourable 
COMPLAINT OF LOVE, — as a cry of loving affection, glori- 
fying to God ; signifying, — "0 God ! I can bear all that 
man inflicts ; but Thou art my hope, thy love is my 
life, thy presence is my happiness, Thou art the thing 
that I long for. Hide not thy face from Me ; forsake 
Me not, my God, for I cannot bear the loss of my God 
and His love ; whose lovingkindness is better than life, 
and whom I love with all my heart, soul, mind, and 
strength." 

And now let me add a practical conclusion to this 
deeply spiritual, intellectual, and mysterious subject 

I. Unbeliever, if you ^do not take these sufferings 
as the expiation of your sfais, you shall suffer for your 
own sins for ever. Have you listened to me while 



DESEBTION B7 HIS FATHER. 83 

setting before you the wrath of God ? Have you trem- 
bled, if for one moment your soul has caught a passing 
glimpse of its awful meaning ? O my beloved Brethren, 
listen to the sure word of God : " He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life." What more could 
you desire than this ? The most glorious gift, on the 
most free condition. But we must finish that same 
verse : " He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life, and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him." Abideth! 
would that I could feel what this means ; how ear- 
nestly should I entreat you to be reconciled to God, 
how earnestly should 1 pray for every one of you, how 
incessantly shoidd I use every exertion in warning you 
to flee from the " wrath to come," and in pointing out 
Jesus as the hope set before us, the only covert and 
hiding place in the day of the storm of God's wrath, 
when that deluge of fire shall break forth on the visible 
and morally sinful world. O take your Saviour's suf- 
ferings as your hope, your expiation. If you will not, 
then you shall answer to God for your own sins your- 
self, and you must then expiate them yourself, and 
suffer for them for ever and ever. 

TI. My second remark is this : — Believer, behold 
in these awfiil agonies of thy Eedeemer, that which is 
the desert of thy sin, and yet thy triumphant plea for 
forgiveness in the hour of death and in the day of 
judgment. When you are on your death-bed, when 



84 CHRIST'S LAMENTATION AT HIS 

your soul is about to flutter into the unknown, when 
its destinies are to be settled for ever, — ^what can then 
sufi&ce you but "the consolation that is in Christ ;" 
and that your dying forsaken Saviour has said to you, 
— "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"? You 
wish then to turn your face to the Crucified One : you 
wish to sustain your pains by the remembrance of His 
agonies, so varied and so complicate; but you dare 
only present yourself before the Almighty's throne 
with Christ's suflferings as your claim, and His death 
upon your lips. Believer, because God forsook His 
Son judicially, He wiU not forsake thee. If a voice 
comes forth, as out of the fire of the stricken Sinai, 
and demand of thee why sentence should not be passed 
upon thee, thou dost exclaim, — "It is Christ that died." 
Then aU Heaven is dissolved in love towards thee, for 
thou art a sinner that hast repented and believed, and 
the promise is to them that believe. To thee Jesus 
extends His pierced hand, and will place a diadem of 
beauty upon thine unblushing brow. Will it not make 
our eternal weight of glory sweeter and our gratitude 
more inflamed, when we see the King of Glory, and 
remember that out of those world-commanding lips 
there once issued for our sakes the cry, — "My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 " From love to 
us. He bore what love most shrinks from, — the wrath of 
love, — that wrath might be quenched in love towards 
those who had forfeited the one and deserved the other. 
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IIL And in conclusion let us all admire, love, and 
adore Christ for this His Divine love to our souls, 
which passeth knowledge. Would that I could open 
my mouth upon such a theme, — the Love of Christ ! 
He loved me and gave Himself for me ! His love ! I 
may trace it tangibly from the manger of Bethlehem 
to the height of Calvary, — though it becomes more 
legible, more astounding, more gracious as soon as 
blood begins to drop from Him. It is brightest on 
Golgotha, — that accursed place of public execution. 
Look at the stars, my Brethren, which' darkness draws 
forth from their recesses ; they are mightier suns than 
ours, with more extended and intricate systems. Bealize 
the infinite space in which Almighty power has strewn 
them : look unto the East, and then unto the West, — 
look unto the North, and then unto the South, — cast 
your eye from one constellation to its very opposite, 
and then apply this parable of nature to the love of 
Christ The Apostle tells us it passeth knowledge ; 
and in the same place, that it has '* a length and breadth 
and depth and height." "As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that 
fear Him. As far as the East is from the West, so far 
hath He removed our transgressions from us." Mighty 
as these images are, we know the reality outsteps them ; 
and when we have enjoyed the love of Christ and its 
blessed effects in the next world for as many million 
ages as there are drops in the ocean, we shall more 
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readily admit, ** the half cannot be told." It passeth 
knowledge : not the knowledge of our present cramped, 
sinful, and infirm minds, — ^not the knowledge of a 
sinner, whose heart is hard, and whose mind is dark, — 
but the knowledge of a glorified spirit, equipped in 
resurrection vigour, with an intellect sharper than a 
two-edged sword, and with aflTections tremblingly alive 
to every impulse of good, — ^with a memory so perfect 
that its ceaseless action retainit every fleeting impres- 
sion, and turns the past into an abiding present My 
beloved Brethren, may this love be your comfort and 
consolation in this present world of sin, trial, and 
death, — may it be shed abroad in your hearts through 
the Omnipotent power of the Holy Ghost, — and may 
it be your eternal portion hereafter. "The Lord is 
my portion," saith my soul ; " and love is heaven, and 
heaven is love," — when all forsaking shall be unknown. 
Then shall we ever be with the Lord: we shall 
know the mystery that He has loved us, and shall, 
appreciate the exquisite privilege of being permitted 
to love Him in return. Amen. 



V. 
OUR SAVIOUR'S CRY FOR WATER. 

JoK^ xix. 28. 
"/ thirst'' 

How admirable and how mysterious is the realization 
that this minute detail was distinctly settled in the 
counsels of eternity ! Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the earth and the world were made, — ^be- 
fore the waters were gathered together in an heap, or 
the rivers ittn among the hills, — it was decreed that, at 
such a time and on such a spot of a then unmade 
world, the Second Divine Person should cry in asto- 
nishment and torture, — " I thirst." This, then, Christ's 
fifth speech upon the cross, is the subject of our present 
meditation. But in considering this wonderful roll of 
Divine speeches, have we come to one now that is more 
barren, or less beautiful than the rest? I think not. 
Mark, each speech has its distinctive beauty, whether 
it be a highly moral example, as — "Father forgive 
them," — or be it merciful, gracious, and royal as — 
"To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise," — or be it 
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simply affectionate and practical, as — '' Woman, behold 
thy Son!" — "Behold thy mother," — or deeply mys- 
terious and intellectual, as — ** My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ? " — or be it the accurate ful- 
filment of prophecy, as— "I thirst," — or be it gloriously 
doctrinal, as — " It is finished," — or be it the utterance 
of faith and piety, — " Into Thy hands I commend my 
Spirit." 

Observe with reference to this particular speech, 
— ^that this is the only speech which Christ uttered 
which properly related to Himself: — " I thirst" And 
can we conceive a speech relating to oneself, as more 
transparently modest and unselfish, and that under the 
most afflictive circumstances? He asks for nothing : He 
states a fact, — " I thirst." And then we must admire 
its gratid simplieity. What more could be said ? What 
less could be said i It is thoroughly free from all parade 
of suffering, from all affectation and vanity : it is majes- 
tic in its own simplicity : — " I thirst" And further, the 
sdf-passession of the Speaker, avd the deliberaieness 
and design of the vUerance enhance its beauty. It is 
written, — " After this, Jesus, knowing that all things 
were accompKshed, saith, * I thirst/ " Thus this speech 
was not the extorted outburst of bodily suffering, for 
*" He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so He opened not His 
mouth" It was, it is true. His sad and actual expe- 
rience ; but it was vocally expressed, in order that what 
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the Holy Spirit spake by the mouth of David might be 
fulfiUed. 

I. The first reflection which I would comiect 
with my text, is this, — let us admire the prophetic 
detail of Holy Scripture, and its most accurate futfil" 
Tnent, This minute detail was chronicled full 1020 
years before it came to pass. It was uttered by the 
second Jewish king ; it was embalmed in the Jewish 
canon of Holy Scripture ; it was the meditation of 
bands of students in the schools of the Prophets. Gen- 
erations had passed since the words were uttered. 
David, the speaker, was gathered to his fathers. Solo- 
mon's gorgeous temple arose in primal beauty. The 
political revolution under Eehoboam, clave in twain 
the kingdom, like as we have lately seen in the cur- 
rent history of the mighty West. Kings pillaged the 
temple, shut it up, scandalized it with heathen altars. 
Josiah's Reformation passed away : the two nations at 
successive intervals went into captivity ; seventy years 
rolled over the head of one branch, and they returned. 
Another temple arose : intestine factions weakened 
the remnant ; a foreign power made them tributary ; 
Eome's eagle standard waved on the hill of Zion ; and 
at last, after a convulsed Millennium, was the prophetic 
detail, which had never been lost sight of, minutely 
accomplished. "They gave Me gall for my meat, 
and in my thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink," — for 
thus it is written in the sixty-ninth Psalm. And let 
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me illustrate the point by other references to Holy 
Scripture. Mark that mighty crowd in the wUdemess 
of Sinai What a surging mass, as they approach in 
battalions to be numbered, and are duly registered! 
They come before Moses and Aaron, and twelve men, 
princes of Israel,— one out of every tribe. At last the 
mighty census is complete : and this multitude who 
have come out of the loins of one m'an, and who, 
some four hundred years before, numbered seventy 
souls, now equals 603,550, or more than half a million. 
Again mark that mighty crowd in the plains of Moab. 
It is about thirty-eight years since that last census was 
taken in the wilderness of Sinai Again the machi- 
nery of numbering is set in order; again the marshalled 
tribes of Israel give in their respective figures, and 
the aggregate appears nearly the same as before, — 
601,780. But what is there peculiar in this? Why that 
there are only three men here, above twenty years of 
age, who were present at the last census, — Moses, the 
son of Amram, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, Joshua, 
the son of Nun. Every one of that first colossal rebel- 
lious group has perished to a man, with the exception 
of three individuals. does not this set before us the 
special providence of Grod ? Does it not show us the 
prophetic detail and accurate fulfilment of Scripture ? 
Kow all this was done that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. Let us turn to Numbers xxvi. 63 — 65. 
Or let me show, in another instance more imme- 
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diately in context with this present detail, — ^the pro- 
phetic nicety and literal fulfilment of Holy Scripture. 
The prophetic king, on that same Mount Zion, saw, 
one thousand years before, another incident on the hill 
of Calvary. He saw four strange men tearing up the 
clothes of a crucified Man, which were their perqui- 
sites, and then he saw them rattle the dice in the 
allotment of one peculiar garment. " They parted my 
garment among them, and upon my vesture did they 
cast lots," — thus it is written in the twenty-second 
Psalm. That this was on record may be proved by 
reference to the Jewish Scriptures. It could not have 
been forged after the event, for not a Scribe or Phari- 
see who watched the crucifixion, but would have 
admitted that such a passage existed in the twenty- 
second Psalm : and so it came to pass. The Sufferer's 
coat, which was woven in one piece, would have been 
useless if torn up, and therefore the soldiers consented 
to cast lots to see whose it should be. O admire the 
prophetic detail of this blessed Book ! This is no blind 
guess-work ! This is no ambiguous speech which can 
be twisted to mean anjrthing or everything! It is, 
I may say, daringly distinct, and would afford its own 
confutation in the event of the fact not answering to 
the detaiL We have then, in this speech, •* I thirst," a 
beautiful instance of the prophetic detail of Holy 
Scripture, with its accurate fulfilment 
II. I proceed, secondly, to direct attention to the 
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drcumstances of this tUterance, and to the nature of 
this species of bodily suffering. 

There appear to be three occasions connected with 
the crucifixion, in which reference is made to giving 
Christ vinegar to drink. The first is mentioned in 
Matthew xxviL 34. This seems to have taken place 
upon their reaching the place of execution. This 
drink consisted of sour wine and bitter poisonous 
spices, and its object was to stupify and deaden the 
Sufferer's sense of pain. But our Lord woidd admit of 
no alleviation of His agony : He would have His sen- 
ses alive for the sufferings of expiation, and therefore 
we read — " They gave Him vinegar to drink, mingled 
with gall : and when He had tasted thereof, He would 
not drink." The second is mentioned in Luke xxiii. 36. 
" The soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him and 
offering Him vinegar." This probably occurred a few 
hours after the crucifixion, at the soldiers' mid-day 
meal. This was an inhuman act of mockery, to insult 
and tantalize one expiring in the agonies of the cross. 
This vinegar was a sort of sour wine, which formed 
the usual drink of the labouring classes ; and this in 
derision they hold out to mock a dying Man, whose 
gasps for breath and from thirst must have been heart- 
rending to witness. 

And the third instance is the one referred to in the 
text, which appears to have taken place a very few 
moments before our Saviour gave up the ghost Our 
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Saviour, then being fully conscious of what had taken 
place and what had not, and remembering the words of 
the sixty-ninth Psalm, said, — "I thirst." There was 
a vessel near, and one took a sponge and put it on a 
reed, or the stalk of the hyssop plant, and put it to the 
Sufferer's mouth, who would probably not be lifted up 
more than one-and-a-half or two feet from the ground. 
These, then, are the three various circumstances in 
connection with the crucifixion, in which allusion is 
made to our Saviour drinking vinegar. 

Now I proceed to consider the nature of this pecu- 
liar species of bodily suffering. Thirst is in itself one 
of the most intense bodily sufferings which the human 
body can be called to endure. That this is so, we 
have the testimony of thousands. It is a fire in the 
bones, the body is scorched, and its juices dried up for 
want of moisture. It is said, I believe, that thirst is 
more agonizing and more prostrating than hunger; that 
it has a mighty power is cleai*, when Sampson, the 
strongest of men, was like to die for want of a cup of 
water. Thirst conquered him whom an army could 
not. "And now I shall die of thirst," he cries ; " and 
God clave a hoUow in the jaw, and there came water 
thereout; and when he had drank, his spirit came 
again, and he revived." Thirst is one of the most 
aggravating horrors suffered by the wounded on the 
field of battle. All those who have given us an ac- 
count of the field of battle after the combat, whil^ 
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alluding to the yells and groans d the wounded, have 
taken special notice of their heart-rending cries for 
water. Oh to think of the priceless value of " a cup of 
cold water** on the field of blood, that awful demonstra- 
tion of the existence of sin ! Oh to think of the wounded 
and the dying having all their bodily anguish made 
more intense and intolerable by the addition of the 
most parching, scorching thirst, which is more exhaust- 
ing, more speedy in its action, and more intense than 
hunger. How beauteous is the form of a woman ad- 
ministering a cup of cold water on the field of battle ! 
Again : thirst, as it has been represented to us by tra- 
vellers in Africa and the far West, is an agony almost 
beyond description. After the suffering has past 
through its first grades, then comes on an absolute 
prostration: then the mind begins to wander: then 
the face becomes discoloured, and the dry tongue 
hangs out. Exactly what Isaiah says (forty-first chap- 
ter), — "When they seek water and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst." Then weakness brings 
sleep, accompanied by dreams, visions of streams of 
Elysian water, to mock the wretched sufferers when 
they awake and find themselves in that awful agony : 
and then comes stupor and insensibility, — and some, 
when reduced to this state, who have flung themselves 
on the ground to die, have been brought to life by the 
drenching of a passing thimder-storm. And what shall 
we say when we see the scenes in Bephidim and in the 
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desert of Sin ? (Ex. xvii. Num. xx.) Here we behold 
the mighty social effects which depend on the simple 
element of water. Here, from thirsty is a nation in a 
state of revolution — ready to return to bitter bondage, 
even to the iron furnace and baking kiln of bricks, — 
ready to commit murder, and stone the very man who 
has been the greatest instrument in their deliverance. 
All this, all this suffering and crime, from the want of 
common water, or the physical effects of thirst on the 
body. Again, thirst was one among the special and 
distinctive agonies of crucifixioa The distention of 
the body, the laceration of the wounds, exposure to 
the heat of the mid-day sun, — would soon induce a 
burning fever, with its natural symptom — agonizing 
thirst. Crucifixion was a lingering death, and there- 
fore likely to be aggravated by the extremity of thirst 
And so the Man of Sorrows felt tiiis bodily pain, and 
He simply announced His pain in the words, — *'I 
thirst." Our Saviour, then, suffered literally fix)m this 
torment, both from His bodily and even mental pains ; 
for, as Solomon says, "a broken spirit drieth the bones." 
In His dying agonies He asked His murderers for a 
cup of cold water to cool His tongue ; for, as He said 
prophetically in the Psalms, — " His moisture was as 
the drought in summer. His strength was dried up 
like a potsherd : His tongue clave to His gums, and 
He was in the midst of the pains of death." At the 
same time it was not His suffering that forced Him to 
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cry out, — ^it was not because He could no longer en- 
dure the physical torture; He had endured it for 
probably six hours ; He was now upon the point of 
dissolution. He spake because He so willed it, — He 
spake because His fore-father, David, heard Him speak, 
— He spake that the Scripture might be fulfilled : that 
neither jot nor tittle should pass from the law till all 
be fulfilled, — ^He spake because the counsels of eternity 
decreed that He should thus speak at that very time, 
in that very place. But, to appreciate the intensity of 
this suflfering, I would have you reflect on this agony, as 
additional to all the others to which I have alluded from 
time to time, and each one of which forms material for 
a separate discourse How awful is this as a super- 
added agony. 

In our last lecture we had not words enough to 
explore and set forth the kinds of sorrow which Jesus 
endured, or to separate their blending shades; but 
we saw that the analysis was deep and complicate. 
Well would they lead the Eedeemer to cry, in the 
sixty-ninth Psalm, — " Save Me, God, for the waters 
are come in unto my soul : I am weary of my crying, 
my throat is dried, a fire devoureth my bones, my 
moisture is like unto the drought of summer.'* how 
marvellous to hear the Lord of Sabaoth ciy out for 
water which the beggar drinks untaxed. To think 
that He who made man on the earth, who breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, upon whose word 
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the current of the water of life in the Paradise above 
flows on unceasingly, quenching the thirst of angels, 
— ^to think of Him asking His sinful creatures for a 
cup of cold wafcer only, in the name of suffering hu' 
manity and of the bond of common manhood ! 

Oh for intelligence and spirituality of mind to appre* 
ciate these prodigies of suffering and these miracles of 
love, which our adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
endured for our sakes, to save our souls, — He who 
loved us and gave Himself for us, — He who loved us 
and for our sakes, cried, " I thirst." 

And now, without presuming to paraphrase my text, 
or to force it into a spiritual application which it was 
never meant to bear, I wiU gather my practical and 
personal lessons from other parts of Holy Scriptura 

I. I would allude to the spiritual desii-es of every 
believer's heart, in this present world, which the Scrip- 
ture sets before us under the figure of thirst. And 
this remark I shall found on Psalm xlii. 1, 2, and Matt 
V. 6 : — " As the hart ptoteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after Thee, God," — " My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I 
come and appear before God ? " And again, in Psalm 
Ixiii. 1, 2, — " God, Thou art my God, early will I 
seek Thee ; my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh long- 
eth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water 
is, to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen 
Thee in the sanctuary-" And Matt. v. 6, — "Blessed 

h 
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are they that hunger and thirst after righteonsness» 
for they shall be filled." Need I say that in these 
and similar expressions, "thirst" is the Scriptural 
metaphor for "intense desire." Intense desire of the 
inner soul is imaged by intense thirst of the outer 
body. And now to bring the case within the range 
of our own experience, and to appeal to the heart and 
conscience of any believer here present Have we 
ever admired and lost ourselves in the comtemplation 
of God's essence and eternal being ? If so, we have 
thirsted for more knowledge and for further access into 
this temple of light, where the Lord shall reveal more 
of Himself to our wondering hearts. 

Have we ever consciously and sweetly dwindled 
into insignificance, from a capacious grasp and insight 
into the feats of His power ? 

Oh then we have yearned for the time when that 
which is perfect shall supersede that which is in part, 
and when we shall be ravished with His power, on a 
scale of far more brilliant display. " To see thy power 
and glory, so as I have seen Thee in the sanctuary." 

Have we ever admired Him in His wisdom } If so, 
we felt how small a part of Him is seen, and we long 
for the time when we shall know even as we are 
known, and most forcibly keep discovering the tri- 
umphs of redemption for ever and ever, which have 
brought good out of eviL 

Have we ever tasted that the Lord is gracious t 
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Have we ever felt satisfied with His matchless good- 
ness 1 Have we ever felt an experimental and reciproeal 
glow of His love ? 

Oh then, if we have ever tasted of the stream,, we 
must thirst for it. "My soul thirsteth for God." "Thou 
art the thing that I long for." "Whom have I in heaven 
but Thee, and there is none upon earth whom I desire 
beside Thee.*' 
. Thus the heart of every believer thirsts for God, and 
is full of spiritual desires to know more of his God and 
Saviour, and nothing short of vision, communion, and 
union, will ever satisfy his longing soul. And is it not 
our glory and our dujby to remind you, my Brethren, 
that this life-giving stream is within your reach? "What 
saith the Lord ? — " Ho, everj' one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, come 
ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price.*' 

Whoso drank of the natural water of the well of 
Sychar, thirsted again ; but whoso drinks of the water 
that Christ gives, shall never thirst, for it shall be 
in him a well of water springing up unto everlasting 
Ufa 

This eternal life-giving water it is our duty to dis-* 
pense, through the preaching of the GospeL Israel 
ojffered to pay for his water as he marched through thef 
land of Edom ; but the Gospel is free : it is as a river 
out of the stony rock, and as water-springs in a dry 
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ground ! It is this we offer freely to all : — ^to the rich 
we say — ^Your money is not needed, and will not pur- 
chase the priceless gift ; to the poor we say — ^Drink : 
yea, drink abundantly, for the fountain is free : it is 
without price, and your poverty is no obstacle to your 
quenching your thirst. Oh that you felt the exquisite 
beauty of this idea :^-the Gospel is free, God is free, 
Christ is freely offered, heaveri has been freely opened. 
" Whosever wiU, let him take the water of life freely." 
" He that is athirst, let him come," — his thirst is his 
claim. The stream is near, and it makes glad the 
city of God. It is free, for the gift of God is Eternal 
life. " Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wooL" Blessed words ! imperishably pure, 
notwithstanding the thousands of sinners who have 
had recourse to them since they were first spoken. 

II. — The second personal reflection is this : — I would 
solemnly remind you of the eternal thirst of hell. Oh 
that this awful reflection were realized by all drunk- 
ards, and by those who hare a passion to follow strong 
drink ! How many thousands has the love of drink 
plunged into that lake of fire, where the impetuous 
sinful passions of the soul exist in aU their fury, but 
without any single object for their gratification. This 
awful suffering shall be in full force^ both as regards 
body and soul. 

(1) It shall be in exercise as regards the body. 
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The resurrection body of the wicked is constructed 
io die, and yet not die; it is adapted to sufferings 
and shall feel the uttermost of every pain of sense 
which we now associate with organized matter. And 
when we consider that furnace of fire in which the 
wicked are cast^ is not thirst, scorching thirst, a neces- 
sary consequence of the devouring flame ? Is not this 
most solemnly set before us by the Master Himself 
whose lips were full of grace and truth ? Does He 
not represent the rich man praying to Abraham that 
he would send Lazarus wiiii one drop of water to 
cool his tongue, for he was tormented in the flame ? 

The agonies of all the crucified malefactors of the 
Eoman Empire are not so intense as the agony of 
a lost sinner for one hour, in that pit of perdition ! 

(2) But again : the spiriiiud thirst of the lost shall 
far exceed in agonizing quality the pangs of thirsty 
considered literally. Every desire and passion of 
their souls exist in full force ; but there is no satiety. 
They lust, but cannot have; they desire, but shall have 
not. We are imhappy when our desires are ungratified, 
and there is no gratification in hell, — there the miser* 
able soul recoils upon itself and gnaws itsdf : for 
all the impulses of sin remain ; but no transient plea* 
sures of sin, by which they strive to allay the feverish 
thirst of lust in this life, can then be procured. 

III. Let us rejoice in the' revealed announcement^ 
that thtrt is no thirst in heaven, Whut saith the 
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Scripture ?— " They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, for the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and lead them to the 
living fountains of waters." In them is fuMlled His 
prophecy when on earth, that, — " Whoso drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst: but 
the water that I shall give him, shall be in him a well 
of water springing up unto everlasting life." And 
need I prove this as regards their bodies, — their spirit- 
ualized, immortal, glorified bodies ? Oh these cannot 
feel thirst ; these eat of the two trees of life which are 
in the glassy, golden street of the Jerusalem which is 
above ; and these drink of the river of the water of 
life which flows between these trees, and which is clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. There is a river, the streams whereof shall 
make glad the city of God, — and this is the river of 
the water of life, whose mysterious source is the very 
throne of God. A river issuing from a throne ! what a 
magnificent and enrapturing, conception ! *^ They shall 
drink of the brook in the way : therefore shall they 
lift up their heads." I say this is not true in the 
lower sense merely, but in the higher, — viz., as regards 
the soul. And in that case what does the expression 
mean, that there is no thirst in heaven? It meand 
that the soul has no desire ungratified, — all its desireiS 
rest and are satisfied in their objects of fruition. And 
this is a state of perfect happiness, which being perfect 
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happiness/ can alone be said to have no desires. In 
this world men thirst for honour, for power, for riches, 
for pleasures : and they are dissatisfied both with the 
disappointment and the fulfilment of their desires ; for 
minding earthly things only, the objects of their desire 
are vanity. 

But the soul that thirsts for Grod and possesses God, 
— ^who can say, " the Lord is my portion! " — " Thou art 
my exceeding Great Eeward ! " — " Thou art my Praise 
and my Inheritance ! " — this spirit, possessing the su- 
preme Good, rests in its love; and, mark — desires no- 
thing more. "Whom have I in heaven but Thee?" said 
the pious Psalmist, *'and there is none upon earth 
that I desire in comparison of Thee!" — "My flesh 
and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion for ever." And is not this the 
true experience of every believing soul on earth? 
How much more so then shaU it be of the glorified 
spirit in heaven, which shall see God, and shall be 
ever with the Lord ! for where Christ is, there shall 
we be also. May this be our individual happy lot» 
for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



VL 

"IT IS FINISHED." 

TereXearai, 
JoEK xix, 30. 

Within one second of His agonizing death, and whUsb 
He was still in the very whirlpool of bodily pain and 
mental anguish (which we may conceive kept rising 
to higher levels until He expired), the Lord Jesus wa» 
mindful of others. Having loved His own^ He loved 
them to the end, and in His death-speeches He left 
a volume of strong consolation for His elect bride — 
His redeemed Church. His eye, even at that moment^ 
Could range over every member of that mystical body ; 
he could see the comments to which His dying speech 
would give rise: He could see the death-beds, tiie 
prisons, and the stakes where the words vould be tri- 
umphantly quoted: and therefore He opened His 
mouth and spake, saying, — " It is finished." Oh what 
a fact ! On what authority ! Oh the perfection of this 
consolation, from such lips, under such circumstances ! 
" It is finished ! " — our ciy of victory and exultation. 
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Now we may cry,*—" llianks be unto God which giveth 
ns the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." "It is 
finished ! " — let the heavens rejoice. " It is finished ! " 
— let the earth be glad, — " Break forth into singing ye 
mountains^ ye forests and every tree that is therein, 
for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob and glorified Him* 
self in IsraeL" "It is finished ! ''—let hell tremble, 
for Satan as lightning is cast from heaven. 

As our text stands it is indefinite. " It is finished." 
Now "it" is a pronoun, and must necessarily have 
some antecedent. The question may be asked, — "What 
is finished?" The proper answer to this question would 
seem to be, — "That especial covenant work in the mat- 
ter of man's redemption which the Father allotted to 
the Son before the foundation of the world." In the 
covenant engagement between the Father and Son, 
each contracting parties had their offices. The Father 
assigned to the Son the discharge of a special work, 
and upon its dischaige He promised to accept it, and 
make it effectual to the salvation of His elect people. 
That our Lord entered the world with a definite work 
before Him, is clear from His own testimony : — "My 
meat and drink is to do the will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work" (John v. 36) ; "But I have 
greater witness than that of John, for the works which 
the Father hath given Me to finish, the same works 
that I do bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent 
Me." "Father," He cries in His last prayer, "I have 
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glorified Thee on earth, I have finished the work whicH 
Thou gavest Me to do." The question, then, which 
immediately suggests itself to our inquiry is, What is 
this work? What is the work which the Father gave 
the Son ? If we were obliged to answer it in one word, 
we should reply, " It was to glorify God." The supreme 
end of the actions of all creatures is the glory of God, 
or the external manifestation of the excellencies that 
are hidden in God. "The heavens declare the glory of 
God;" i.e., they set forth to intelligent students, whether 
human or angelic. His independence. His omnipresence, 
His power, and His wisdom. An angel after having 
surveyed the starry firmament, might exclaim with 
David, in Psalm cxlvii., — " Great is the Lord and of 
great power. His understanding is infinite ! " And this 
would be an act of praise, an act of homage which 
would glorify God in them. And this was the object 
of Adam's creation ; only in addition to these bright 
attributes which the heavens show, he displayed a 
brighter excellency, for that intellectual and moral 
being testified to the character of God, and set forth 
His knowledge, His righteousness and true holiness. 
The glory derived from this object was of a nobler 
quality than that derived from the sun, moon, or stars^ 
or all the material hosts of heaven. But when man 
sinned, he came short of God's gloiy, and obscured the 
reflection of the Divine excellencies. Ko stray angel 
observing sinful man could, without explanation, glo« 
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rify God in him. As the Scripture saith,— "All have 
sinned, and come short of the gloiy of God ; ** bat still 
its grand law to our motives remains inflexibly the same^ 
" Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God : " that is, act so as to set forth 
the esccellencies of Him you serve, and to lead others 
to praise and love Him, from the good which they 
have seen in you. In one word, then, this was Christ's 
work,^— to "glorify God on earth;" and He is the only 
one who ever did so, and this we may infer fix)m His 
own speech, — " I have glorified Thee on earth, I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." Again, 
— '* Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glori- 
fied in Him. Father, glorify thy ndme." 

But it will be profitable to consider some of the 
particulars in which this glorifying God should consist. 
I think we may grasp our subject better from the con- 
sideration of the following particulars : — Christ had to 
glorify God, — 

I. By an explicit and peculiar deoeUypment of the 
Divine character. 

XL By magnifying His law, or by a general obe- 
dienca 

III. By a peculiar obedience, subject to a peculiar 
and severe test 

lY. By overcoming the world and destroying th6 
ivorks of the devil. 

Far be it from me to say that this exhausts the 
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subject, but with God's blessing it may make it clearer 
and more forcible 

L The first particular, in which Christ had to glo- 
rify God was, ''by an explicit amd pecfidtar development 
of the Divine character." ** If o man hath seen God at 
any time, the only begotten Son which is in the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him." 

Since the sin of man, the outward manifestations of 
the Divine character had become dishonoured; man 
was constantly apostatizing and forming gods after his 
own devices, who partook of his own heart's lusts. 
Then came the partial revelation through Moses, to 
correct the general apostacy. "The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" 
It was reserved for the Son of God to display the 
brightest attributes which dwelt in the abyss of the 
infinite Godhead. It was for Him to proclaim unto 
the angels and archangels, that the God of glory was a 
God of mercy. It was for Him to introduce that new 
word into the language of creation, — the grace of God. 
It was for Him, through His death, to display to fallen 
man, who most needed it, that with the Lord there is 
forgiveness, and with Him is plenteous redemptiom 
It was for Him to astonish creation with a display of 
mercy. The angels had lotig worshipped God, crying^ 
"Thou art good!" but now they might add, "Merciful, 
and gracious, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and 
truth." It was Christ who divulged the. grace of God 
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—a trahscendant excellency hithetto unconceived by 
angels and men. Through Him that moral mystery 
has been achieved, — ^the production of one thing by 
its opposite, or the bringing good out of evil; thereby 
enabling God to oipercome evil with good, which is an 
advance even upon mercy, and is the special province 
of redeeming grace. " The grace of God, which bring- 
eth salvation, hath appeared unto men." Thus He 
glorified God by revealing Him more fully to His 
intelligent creatures, by doing the works the Father 
gave Him to do, or the myriad miracles of power, wis- 
dom, and love. Miracles, and laying down His life, 
were His prescribed works : each miracle was a com- 
plex proof of God's attributes, but chiefly of His mercy 
and grace. By Him was given the most glorious de- 
velopment of the Divine character. Some of His ser- 
vants the prophets had, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, imperfectly set forth, it might be, one phase of 
God's character, but most failed in their very ex-' 
cellency. Abraham showed his want of faith ; Moses 
erred from lack of meekness; Job from impatience. 
But Christ's display of the Divine excellencies was 
balanced and complete. ''He is the brightness of 
the Father's glory, and the express image of His per- 
son ; " and if men would learn the character of the 
invisible God, it is portrayed in the life, suflferings, 
and death of the Man Jesus Christ. We may glorify 
God in Him. This then is the first particular in 
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which Christ had to glorify God, and to finish Hi* 
work, — hj an explicit and peculiar development of the 
Divine character, as seen principally in the manifes* 
tation of His grace : and thus creation having more 
knowledge, could better adore and glorify Grod, and 
that through the instrumentality of the Son. 

II. The second particular in the work allotted to 
Christ was to " magnify the law and make it hanouraile, 
and glorify God by a general obedience,** The moral 
law of God is not more remarkable for its breadth and 
depth than for its simplicity. Still, excellent though 
it was, no man kept it : on the contrary, the general 
spirit of men's minds was one of opposition and re- 
bellion. Now it was not honourable to the Divine 
character, that an excellent law shotdd be given and 
no man ever keep it. The character of the Lawgiver 
was bound up with His law, and were it never reduced 
to practice, it could not be proved so easily to be holy, 
just, and good. Were it never wrought out, unpleasant 
suspicions might lie against its equity and excellence : 
for every sin was a reproach to the law. The Father then 
allotted this work to his incarnate Son, — ^to gather up 
in His life every moral command of the Old Testament: 
to enshrine in His stainless heart the fiery decalogue 
of Sinai, and to make its holiness brighter by coming 
in collision and contact with sin; so that the Lord 
might say, Here is my law in action : its excellence is 
proved, its beauty is not conjectural, its length and 
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breadth are traced in a life, its majesty is vindicated, 
its demands are practical, its end and aim is happiness. 

Jesus came to do the will of God. " My meat and 
drink," He says, *' is to do the will of Him that sent 
Me, and to finish His work." 

The supreme law of the universe is to do the will of 
God. All laws, natural or moral, are but embodiments 
of His will in the particular case, and therefore the 
doing of the will of God is the final end of that elabo* 
rate creation which His sovereign and kindly will hag 
called into being out of nothing. It was the Sou 
Himself who taught us to pray — *^Thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven ; " and what the will of God 
was, was gloriously shown in the life of Christ, who 
glorified God, and did His will : even as it was said of 
Him, — "Who went about doing good, for God was 
with Him." He magnified the law, and rendered the 
tribute of a "general obedience," such as I presume 
the angels of heaven render, who are God's ministers 
to do His pleasure. (Psalm ciii.) 

III. But the third particular in the work assigned 
to Christ, was to glorify God by a peculiar obedience ; 
ie., an obedience subject to a, severe and peculiar test, 
Adam, when he wandered sinless over Eden, was 
subject to a peculiar, but not to a severe test ; the 
moral law was engraven on his heart by his Creator's 
finger, and he stood the represeatative of Grod on 
earth, created in knowledge and righteousness; but his. 
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obedience was recapitulated in one external act of 
fealty, or pure obedience to the will of God. And need 
I tell you what was the peculiar test of obedience by 
which Christ was to glorify God ? Oh 1 it was some- 
thing more difficult than the negative act of abstaining 
fix)m gratifying appetite in the eating of a little fruit. 
This act of obedience was to lay down his life, out of 
respect to the will of the Father. "Therefore doth my 
Father love Me, because I lay down my life that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but 
I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father." 

Christ humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Death was the 
test of His obedience, and if it was its limit it was 
because it could go no farther. And was it that the 
Saviour was indifferent to death ? N" o : He had our 
innocent yearnings for well-being and happiness. The 
love of life, which is the first natural law in the hearts 
of all of us, operated in his perfectly human souL 
His instincts, as well as ours, were repugnant to pain ; 
but for moral purposes He made a sacrifice of them, 
and He pleased not Himself, but said, — " Lo, I come 
to do thy will, God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart." ''The zeal of thine house hath eaten Me," 
and for Thee I lay down my life, and make an obedi- 
ential sacrifice of all my natural instincts and feelings. 
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And now the tiine has come at last. The things con- 
cerning Him have an end. The last appointed sigh, 
the pledge of obedience, has been heaved; the last 
holy groan, tributary to law and the discharge of its 
penalty, has been offered up ; not a prescribed pang 
but has been discharged ; the bloody passage from 
the circumcision, on the eighth day, to the cross has 
been trodden, — and therefore the Lord Jesus, when He 
cast a retrospective glance over His life of himiiliation, 
could joyfully exclaim, — " It is finished ! " AU that 
Moses and the Prophets said should come is finished. 
The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms are all sum- 
med up in Me, and the Scripture is accomplished. 

The peculiar test of Christ's obedience, was an 
obedience unto death, — and this He complied with, 
when on the cross " He bowed His head and gave up 
the ghost." 

IV. And, once more : the other particular phase of 
Christ's meditorial work on earth, was to overcome the 
world, and to destroy the works of the deviL 

" In the world," He says to His disciples, " ye shall 
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world." His self-denial. His labours, His 
sufferings were all victories over the world. And 
again, — " For this purpose was the Son of God mani- 
fested, that He might destroy the works of the devil." 
God's works in the beginning of the worid, were all 
very good ; nor did He withhold His Divine verdict 
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from man himself. But the devil made an inroad: 
the Tempter brought sin into the guileless world, and 
then came shame and pain, ruin and disorder. 

Now the task allotted to the Son was to reconstitute 
the world, — out of evil to bring good, out of creation 
to set forth redemption, out of fallen earth to construct 
a new heaven. 

It was His office to combat the enemy of God and 
man, to destroy the author of evil, and then to abolish 
his evil works. 

It is Jesus, who through death has destroyed him 
that had the power of death, that is the deviL 

It is He who has abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light, through the GospeL His 
miraculous works of mercy and power, which the Father 
had given Him to do, were His glorious aggressions on 
the kingdom of Satan; and His holy life and death 
were His victory over the world, sin, death, and the 
deviL 

Such, then, is a very brief and imperfect insight 
into the breadth of meaning in our glorious text, — 
"It is finished!" 

I cannot now enter into the other combined meanings 
of this word. I might have aUuded to the historical 
types in the patriarchal dispensation, I might have 
enlarged on the typical ritual of the Jews : on its 
outlay of victims, on its rivers of inefficacious blood, 
on the number of its sacrifices, and the length of their 
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duration, all whicli were merged in Calvary's sacrifice. 
I might have cited passages from the Psalms, which 
had a prospective reference to this ofifering which was 
now perfected for ever. I might have enforced a prac- 
tical lesson that each of us has a particular work 
assigned to us to do, and that we should seek to finish 
God's work. But I have not time for these varied 
phases, and therefore I have confined your attention to 
one general view of the subject, — viz., that the work of 
redemption, or the practical glorifying God on earth, 
which the Father entrusted to the Son before the 
foundation of the world, was now accomplished in all 
its details. Christ has displayed and expounded God's 
character. 

Christ had magnified the law by general obedience ; 
Christ had glorified the Father by special obedience ; 
Christ had overcome the world, and destroyed the 
works of the devil. Well, then, might He cry, — " It 
is finished ! " " It is finished 1 " 

Such, then, is the mediatorial work. As for God, 
His way is perfect. And is not perfection imaged on 
all sides of us ? 

Let us look at the works of nature, and what do we 
see ? Do these admit of improvement at the hands of 
sinful man? 

** To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, 
To throw a perfume on the violet, 
To add another hue unto the rainbow, 
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To smooth the ice, or -with taper light 
To seek the beauteous eye of heaven, — 
Were wasteful and ridiculous excess. " 

Who can improve the organization of a leaf? Who 
can arrange more artistically the wings of the moth 1 
Who can find out the perfection of the invisible animal- 
cule ? Who can rescind and amend the laws of light, 
or the geometry of the ciystal ? The works of creation 
are good. God saw all that He made, and behold it 
was very good. And is it credible that the far more 
difficult and important work of redemption should be 
inferior in quality? To create, the Creator had to 
speak : to redeem, He had to suffer. Is it conceivable, 
then, that the impress of incompletion or imperfection 
should rest, not on an exhibition so much of power as 
of the brightest attributes of love and mercy ? 

Is it to be supposed that Christ should descend the 
trackless path from heaven's sapphire throne to Cal- 
vary's ruthless cross, and do His work by halves ; or 
that He should ask sinful man to make his niggard 
additions, to make it complete and meet for an offering 
to the fiery- eyed justice of God ! 

Such suppositions answer and refute themselves. As 
for God, His way is perfect. The law of the Lord is 
perfect, says David. " Whatsoever thing I command 
you, observe to do ; thou shall not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it," said Moses (Deut. xxxii. 4), the first 
mediator, 1,400 years before. " Every word of God is 
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pure. Add thou not unto His word, lest He reprove 
thee, and thou be found a liar," cries Solomon. " If any 
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this Book ; and if 
any man shall take away from the words of the Book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the Book of life, and out of the holy city," is the 
testimony of John. 

" It is finished ! " is the dying testimony of the Son of 
God on the cross, in the hour of death. Yes, the work 
of redemption must be a perfect work, or it would be 
no acceptable offering to the Father of lights. It must 
be a perfect work, or it would be no meritorious cause 
of honour to the suffering Son. It must be a perfect 
work, or it would be no suitable instrumentality for 
the application of the Holy Spirit. It must be a per- 
fect work, or it would afford no strong consolation, no 
safe groundwork for sinful, doubting, treacherous, 
guilty man. It must be a perfect work, or it would be 
no invincible victory over the malicious and accursed 
hosts of helL 

And now, having considered the work of Christ 
" finished " in reference to Himself — the Agent, let us 
consider it in its character as finished with reference 
to the believer — the applicant. Let us view the finished 
work in its practical relation to our individual souls. 
And oh ! that the Holy Spirit of God may vouchsafe 
unto me to speak unto some heart, in power and in the 
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Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, so that I may be 
honoured of God to awake the ignorant and careless, 
or to confirm the faith of some of them that believe. 
" Being justified by faith through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus," let us take this work as a whole, 
and rest upon it for our acceptance with God. 

1. As regards ourselves, then, with reference to 
this work, we may remark, — Svbtract from it we 
cannot; however searchingly we sift it we can find no 
element of imperfection to remove. 

Every man has done the things he ought not to 
have done ; but this Man hath done nothing amiss. 
Therefore there is no act of His life which we dare 
erase, and no thought of His heart which we can offer 
to amend. 

My Brethren, all those who cannot trust the right- 
eousness of Christ as their ground of merit before 
God, but mix up therewith works and righteousness 
of their own, — ^these do in eflfect subtract from the 
finished work of Jesus. 

Let us then accept this finished work, to our soul's 
salvation, through the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Again \ Add to it we dare not God will tole- 
rate no additions, which are practical insults. What can 
We add that will suit this work ? We have only our 
works ; and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags : 
they are not spotless. It is a figure of speech even to 
call ours "good works;" for as none of them are 
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faultlessly good, or up to the required standard of 
law, our very good works would be our condemnation. 
The sincere, imperfect, and evidential good works of 
faith are very different to perfect and meritorious and 
glorifying works before GoA Add then we dare not, 
for we have literally nothing to add. An archangel 
could not and dare not add, — ^much less man, who is 
a siimer. 

3. Again : the number of applicants has no manner 
of effect on this finished work. How many pious 
spirits in England are clinging to these words, and 
grasping with the hand of faith the finished work of 
Jesus ? But as God is Omnipresent, and is as much 
our own in our secret chamber as if He had no other 
claimants, so this glorious Fountain, open for sin and 
uncleanness, suffers not one whit whether thousands or 
millions draw therefrom. It is provided for the whole 
human race. Jesus tasted death for every man, and 
therefore, my beloved Brethren, it will suffice for you 
and me. To each of you I say, — It will suffice for 
thee. No time can impair its freshness or integrity, — 
no time can make any impression on this work. Time 
has its effects on the perpetual mountains, and silently 
crumbles the everlasting hills : but Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Generations 
have recourse to His salvation; but it descends as 
glorious and as complete to their children's children. 
What saith the Lord-^the best, the true, the £Etithful 
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Witness ?-^" Lift up your eyes to heaven, and look 
upon the earth beneath ; for the heavens shall vanish 
away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like 
manner : but my salvation shall be for ever, and my 
righteousness shall not be abolished; — my salvation 
shall be from generation to generation. The mercy of 
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear Him, and His righteousness unto children's 
children." 

This righteousness is as complete for us as it was 
for Cyprian or Augustine. 

. No sin, however heinous, can in the least degree 
make an impression on its stainless perfection. 

Moreover, if any of our own works could be added; 
■would it not interfere with our praises of Christ here- 
after ? Our praise of our blessed Redeemer would not 
then be so unselfish and transparent as it must be 
now; for of Him and through Him alone is our 
salvation, and to Him alone be the praise and glory. 
Sinners may grasp the hem of our Saviour's garment ; 
but His raiment is always white and glistening, — ^for 
when sin is cast on Him it is for it to recoil and be 
purged away. 

None of them can injure His finished work — out 
of which virtue proceeds ; but on which no impres- 
sion can be wrought; — glorious and pure and un- 
changed as the sun, when he shines on tropical Eden, 
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on the glittering waterfall, or on the pestilential 
marsh! 

4. Further: this finished work is the only source of 
true consolation and spiritual peace in this life. 

My Brethren, if we would be happy, we must em- 
phatically cease both from our own wisdom and our 
own righteousness, — ^we must be content humbly to 
be saved in the Lord's way. Our peace flows as a 
river when we intelligently rest for acceptance on the 
finished work of Jesus. And why ? Why ! because 
this work is finished, — because this work is perfect, — 
because this work is meritorious, — because this work is 
independent of us, — because this work is satisfactory 
and honourable to God. Oh, then, the secret of conso- 
lation and spiritual peace is embosomed in the words 
of my text, which Jesus uttered with a loud voice to 
denote intensity, emphasis, and personality, — "It is 
finished!" " It is finished ! " 

And, in conclusion, this finished work of Christ is 
the only solid consolation in the hour of death. Then 
you want not sand, but a rock on which to plant your 
dying feet; and how can you better meet the Lord 
your Judge, than with the oblation of His own right- 
eousness? You need then "a finished work," — "a 
perfect Saviour," — "a spotless righteousness," — **a free 
and full salvation." 

Oh for gtace to transfuse these words with their pro- 
per ideas. 
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And this is what we preach : — ^we warn you against 
fSalse hopes which rest on human merits, and on argu- 
ments drawn from the creature ; for other foundations 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 

The hour of death is the hour of trial ; thousands 
have mourned over their vain and self-derived right- 
eousness ; thousands have gloried in the finished work 
of Christ 

In the hour of death, my brother, my sister, may 
you smile upon your weeping relatives, and point them 
confidently to the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sins of the world ; in the day of judgment may you 
lift up your head with joy and see the radiant Judge, 
who was once the agonized Speaker of these trium- 
phant woi*ds, — ** It is finished." Then shall you chant 
them eternally on the heavenly Canaan's sinless shore. 
WouTd that my words may leave a trace behind on 
some hearts, and set forth the perfection of Christ's 
work, as revealed in His dying declaration, — "It is 
finished ! " Alas, how little can man say on such a 
a theme ! 

But an angel could not compass the meaning of the 
verse, and therefore I glory in confessing that this 
glorious text is beyond my power to grasp, for " the 
half of it can never be told." 

TcT6\€0^Tai. 



VIT. 

CBOIIST'S DYING COMMENDATION ■ 
OF HIS SPIEIT. 

Luke xxiii 46. 
** Father^ into Thy hands I commend My Spirit ! " 

It is with the topic of death in our thoughts and on 
our lips that we can only safely presume to approach 
the devouring Majesty of Heaven. Through death 
Christ can alone destroy death, and the conquest of 
sin and the victory over hell are graciously paraded to 
men and angels in that dead body ; and thus out of 
the eater comes forth meat, and out of the strong 
comes forth sweetness. Oh what almighty grace is 
shown herein! What power! which almost inverts 
the nature of things, — ^which out of evil brings good,- 
and changes the curse of the broken law into a theme 
of virtuous challenge, and of eternal triumph. 

The death of Christ ! " He was crucified, dead, and 
buried." He died for our sins, according to the Scrip- 
tures. " I am He that liveth and was dead." If He 
had not humbled Himself and become obedient unto 
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death, there were no eternal life for us ; but our life 
is now hid with Christ in God. If He had not been 
literally dead : if He had not ofifered a broken body, 
and shed blood as satisfaction to the exaction of the 
law : if He had not allowed the grave of Joseph of 
Arimathea to be the sequel to the prostration of Geth- 
semane, — all else had been valueless ; all the long 
array of His complicate sufferings would have been of 
no avail: to make them efficacious they must be 
clenched by His death. 

Our subject, however, is hardly so much the death 
of Christ, as the last dying speech of those seven 
speeches to which our attention has been directed. 

It would seem as if our Saviour held His peace 
during long intervals, and suffered for hours in silence. 
It is probable the first speech was uttered at the com- 
mencement of His crucifixion, which, according to 
Mark, was at the third hour, or at nine o'clock ; and 
that these last four speeches followed each other with- 
out hardly any intermission, and were successively 
uttered immediately prior to His actual death, which 
took place at the ninth hour, or at three in the after- 
noon. 

We have come, then, to our Saviour's last speech, — 
His last speech as a dying Man! Oh there is a solemn 
spell over the last speech of a beloved and lost friend : 
and had we not been told our Master's, we should 
earnestly have desired to hear it. He soon spoke 
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again, as a resurrection Man, the sweet words of sym- 
pathy, for His first words were, " Woman, why weepest 
thou?" His last words before He ascended were 
words of blessing, and His last words upon the cross 
of agony partake of the same excellent spirit which 
adorned all that fell from His lips. Of Him it may 
be said, even to the end, — "The tongue of the wise 
is health, and the sweetness of the lips increaseth 
learning." Let us then in dependence on the blessing 
of the Spirit of God, consider Christ's seventh speech, 
and may our words not be in vain. 

On examining this text we would first briefly re- 
mark on the proof which it affords of the distinctness 
of the spirit from the body. Such a speech from such 
lips — provided we recognize the true character of the 
Speaker— is, I conceive, a sufficient refutation of the 
tenets of materialism. 

Some philosophers would have us believe that mind 
is only a secretion of the brain, that thought is the result 
of functional organization : that is to say, that it is matter 
acting in this prescribed manner. This is not our creed. 
We believe in an independent principle, which inhabits 
tie body, as in a dwelling-house ; , we believe in a 
subtle essence called spirit, though we neither pretend 
to explain what it is, nor how it dwells in union with 
the body; we believe in a thinking spirit, which is our- 
self, properly so called. What is myself? It is not 
hand nor foot, nor any mere bodily frame-work ; it is 
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my consciousness and other mental faculties wrapped 
round my real but mysterious gift of solitary per- 
sonality, which is my barrier from all other beings ; 
and this we believe is the attribute, not of the 
body, nor of matter, but of spirit as distinct from 
matter. 

It is evident from our Lord's last speech that 
He committed something to God separate from His 
body, when He thus quoted from the thirty-first 
Psalm ; and this is borne out by His speech to the 
penitent thief, — "To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
paradise." His body remained on the cross till it was 
taken down, and then it was swathed in the cerements 
of the grave, and hidden in the eartL The thief had 
his legs broken, and was either buried or burnt in 
the valley of Hinnom ; but yet that day these two 
spirits met on the other side the flood, in the new 
country called Paradise regained. 

We are therefore led to infer from this speech, a 
truth which we hold based upon many other proofs, 
— that man is endowed with a living immortal spirit, 
which is distinct from, and survives the body. 

God made Adam of dust ; but the organized mass 
was nothing till God breathed into his ijostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

The distinction, then, of spirit and matter, is a truth 
which we infer from our Saviour's last speech. 

I. In considering the speech itself, I would in the 
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first place briefly remark vpon the manner of its 
tUteran>ce, 

How was it uttered ? 

It was with a lovd voice. And do we think that there 
is nothing in this ? It was of sufficient importance to 
be handed down to us five times in the concise histo- 
ries of three Evangelists. Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
all tell us that Jesus, just before and at His death, 
cried with a loud voice. It was apparently this loud 
voice that produced the conviction of the Divinity of 
the Sufferer upon the mind of the Centurion, for it is 
said, — "And when the Centurion which stood over 
against Him, saw that He so cried out and gave up 
the Ghost, he said. Truly this Man was the Son of 
God." (Mark XV. 89.) 

And its explanation would appear to be this : — In 
the usual course of nature a man after having suffered 
such agonies and pains, both of mind and body, would 
be thoroughly exhausted, and have no more strength 
in him. But Jesus was more than man : and as He 
died in the full bloom of health and manhood, so appa- 
rently did He expire in the full strength of His age. 
like Moses, His eye was not dim nor his natural force 
abated ; He died not of sickness, but of violence, and 
this made Him a meet expiation and offering to Divine 
retributive justice. 

Further: His loud voice showed His supernatural 
. strength for the endurance of His sufferings. 
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Again : we remark on the voluntary maniur in which 
His life was probably terminated. I have elsewhere 
proved the necessity of His being killed — murdered, in 
short, by the hand of violence, else He could not have 
died : for being sinless, He had no seed of death in 
Him; else He could not have been a Sacrifice, as 
that which dieth of itself was never offered as a sacri- 
fice to the Lord of Hosts. So it might appear, both 
from the power of voice and the speech, which is rather 
an act than a prayer, — " Into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit," — that He voluntarily surrendered His life 
by an act of will, at the prescribed moment : that is, 
that His will consented to His being slain. "No 
man taketh it from Me ; but I lay it down of myself ; 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again." The prayer of Gethsemane implied no alter- 
ation of His fixed will and purpose as to His volun- 
tarily suffering, though the intensity of the sufferings 
caused His humanity innocently to desire relief. Oh 
what a sweetness there is in His voluntary suffering ! 
It is one thing to be forced to suffer, when some poor 
wretch has been forcibly bound to the instrument of 
torture, when there is no help for him, and his 
unavailing screams testify his repugnance ; but Christ 
suffered of His own free will. This was essential 
to the perfection of His sacrifice, else were His death 
a great injustice. But Christ's life, unlike ours, was 
His own, and He could lay it down freely when He 



OF HIS SPIRIT. 129 

pleased^ and this He did out of love to our souls, when 
He suffieied, the Jvist for the unjust, thai; He might 
bring us to God. 

Such, then, are our remarks on the manner of the 
speech aod the circumstances connected with its utter^ 
ance. 

II. Let us now briefly consider in a general way^ 
ike speech iieelf. 

1 . We may consider this speech as an act cj/" love ! 

This is a God of love, and His words are words of 
lova Hiis is the voice of a Son crying to a Father. 
The last words He utters shall rivet that most endear- 
ing and sweet relationship, which was ever the joy of 
the Hedeemer's heart 

His first recorded words, when He was twelve years 
of age, were^ — " Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business i '* This was the plaintive cry of His 
burdeneMl soul in the Garden of Gethsemane, — "Father, 
not my will, but Thine be done." This was His first 
utteranoe upon the cross of agony, — *' Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do," And this is 
the last speech which, as a crucified Man, He utters 
with lips parched with agony, — "Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit." This again is the sweet 
utterance of His Desurrection lips, — ''I ascend xmto 
my Father ;'* but as the blessed atonement is then 
finished and accepted. He may inci>ease the sentence, 
and say, — '' I ascend unto my Father and your Father, 
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Tinto my Grod and your God." Yes, it is through Him 
alone that we can insert that short but most weighty 
word " my," and by being made sons by adoption, once 
more claim renewed relationship with the Grod of hea- 
ven. Oh that we may know and feel personally the 
value of this inestimable benefit, to have God for our 
Father and Christ for our Brother. 

My Brethren, some hearers once said to the Master, 
—"Lord, teach us to pray;" and He replied, — "When 
ye pray say, ' Our Father which art in heaven.* " It is 
beautiful to feel that the distinctive character in which 
Christ has always placed God before us in our prayers, 
is that of a Father, Thus we may say, if the law 
was given to Moses, grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ, for He sets this sweet relationship in the most 
prominent place. The prophets of old came trembling 
before the footstool of the Divine Majesty, and cried, 
— " Lord God of Hosts ! " His brightest title then 
was, " The God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob ! " But in the 
mouth of Jesus it is, "Our Father!" — "How much 
more shall your heavenly Father!" — "Your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask ! " 

This sweet tie with the Godhead which glimmered 
in the Old Testament is radiant in the New. Through 
this dying Mediator God says to us, " I will receive 
you, and wiU be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 



OF HIS SPIRIT. 131 

But the foundation of it is because He is Christ's 
Father. Observe, then, this sweet relationship shines 
forth in Christ's last human speech, and it t^tifies to 
His constant, intense, and supreme love to God. It 
was an act of love. 

2. Wemsiy consiier it SiS an act of obedience, Christ's 
whole life was an act of obedience: His sufferings were 
acts of obedience, and He was obedient unto death. 
" Father, I obey, I die, I repose my soul in thy keep- 
ing. In the volume of the book it is written of Me, I 
come to do thy will, God ; yea, thy law is written 
within my heart. That will demands a life — ^yea a 
death. Here I voluntarily approach the altar : I the 
Altar, I the Priest, I the Victim. I lay down my life 
— ^I voluntarily will to lose my life in a violent manner, 
because the zeal of thine honour consumes Me, to 
refute the wicked aspersions on God's holy law, and 
eternally to show forth the glory of obedience and the 
honour of thy service, which is perfect freedom." 
This speech is an act of obedience : it is addressed to 
a superior, to whom is intrusted the keeping of a great 
treasure — the human spirit of Christ. St. John tells 
us (who from such an expression as this was evidently 
an eyewitness) that when He had spoken. He bowed 
His head and gave up the ghost. Now bowing the 
head is a natural token of obeisance, and therefore the 
speech and following act is a distinct setting forth of 
His unreserved and faultless obedience to the wiU of 
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God; it was the embodiment of His prayer: "Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 

3. We may also r^ard it as ana^ of faith, "Sow 
that death approaches He must cast His soul on God 
by an act of faith. Doubtless, as regards the human 
spirit of Jesus, all was dark on the other side of death. 
Death had its peculiar terrors for Him. And now 
that He came to the valley of the shadow of death, 
and when tiie pains of death gat hold of Him, He had 
to exercise faith in the invisible God, to strengthen 
Himself by passages of Scripture, as He did in His 
temptation in the wilderness ; for mysterious as this is> 
it is consistent with other passages of His life, and 
with the grand fact of His absolutely perfect hu« 
manity He knew God would not leave His soul in 
the grave, and that therefore His flesh should rest in 
hope. He was, we are told, tempted in all points like 
as we aye, and therefore the king of terrors woxdd 
afflict Him to the uttermost. My Brethren, when we 
come to die, we must have faith— &ith in Jesus Christ's 
merits, and faith to commit our spirits into God's hands. 
But death is robbed of its terrors to the true believer, 
for Jesus has borne its curse and it is now a passport 
to immortality. Let us then detect in this speech an 
act of love, an act of obedience, and an act of Mth. 

In making a personal application of this speech to 
ourselves, what shall I say ? I would say this, " May 
we have grace to imitate it in the hour of our death ; 
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may wb then be able to commend our priceless sotQs 
into the care of this same Jesus, as into the hands of 
a faithful Creator." We have a Saviour, we have One 
in our own nature to whom at death we can commend 
our spirits. They are His : they are His property, that 
blood of His has bought them ; and He is God, and 
therefore it is not blasphemy nor impiety to do so ; and 
He is man, and therefore it is sweet to meet a kins- 
man. He shall cover us with His feathers, and under 
His wings will we trust ; His divinity and humanity 
shall be our shield and buckler. For this commenda- 
tion of our souls to God we have the repeated warrant 
of Scripture. It was 1000 years before that David 
uttered the original words, when by prophecy he anti* 
cipated the Messiah's cry, as it is written in Psalm 
xxxL, — " Into thy hands I commend my spirit, for Thou 
hast redeemed Me, Lord God of truth." Then we are 
led on to the Antitype, and this glows with sweeter 
aflFection than the other; for "Lord God of truth," which 
is a reverential though a distant expression, is merged 
into, " Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit'* 
And then, shortly after this original, we have its imi- 
tation by the first martyr, who, as a fallen sinner, has 
the most definite recourse to the Second Person, the 
Son himself, and cries, amid the stunning volley of 
stones, and the hootings and curses of a mob of mur- 
derers, " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." My Brethren, 
may we have grace to imitate this blessed speech and 
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act in our dying hour. Nay, I know not how we shall 
each die ; to each several person is a different maimer 
of death allotted, but may those of us to whom it is 
given to die in our beds, cry with our dying breath, as 
our lips stiffen and our voice waxes fainter, — " Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit." Thou, who in thine own 
death didst commend thy human soul to Grod upon 
its entrance into the eternal world, and didst cry, 
" Father, into thy hand I commend my spirit^ — Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit." Oh that we may each die 
the death of the righteous, and may our last end be 
like his. 

What shall I now say ? May I not, in conclusion, 
express my humble hope, that the words I have uttered 
will not all perish ; that they may have given us 
clearer and more exalted views of the adorable Speaker, 
and tend to our furtherance and joy of faith. And 
what does your conscience think of the Seven 
Speeches ? Are they not admirable ? Are they not 
simple? Are they not excellent? Could any man 
have invented them? Could any enthusiast or im- 
postor have uttered them ? You have, it may be, your 
ideal of (Jod. You would naturally expect great 
things from a Grod manifest in the flesh ? but I ask 
if there is anything in these speeches which fells 
short of the character, or which is unworthy of the 
conception. Are not they all utterances suitable to a 
perfect man, and to God manifest in the flesh? Would 
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you have a contrast and see what sinful man is? You 
hav^ only to listen to the speeches of the bystanders* 
Cruelty, blasphemy, satire, oaths, and every unkind 
and bitter feeling are the marks of their utterances, 
— the poison of asps is under their tongue. 

May we not derive an argument from these seven 
speeches, as to the truth of Christ's religion? How 
difficulty nay, how impossible it would be for sinful 
man to conceive such a character as that of Christ ; 
— ^but supposing the ideal conception possible, how 
impossible would it be for any man, whether poet; 
historian, dramatist, or philosopher to sustain that 
character in the. most difficult circumstances, and. to 
keep it equable and self-consistent? Imagination can 
conceive no higher virtues than are here brought be-^ 
fore us ; while such simplicity, such dignity, such 
moral majesty under such awful circumstances, are 
wholly inimitable, and their simple truth and reality 
is their best explanation. Is there any likeness to be 
found to these hallowed utterances in any Veda, Shas* 
ter, or Koran, or in the records of any of the heroes 
of ancient or modern mythology ? 

Let us hastily review these seven Divine utter- 
ancea 

In, the first, as the hammer gleamed aloft and broke 
those blessed and innocent hands and feet, we heard 
the echo of heaven in a sublime act of disinterested 
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and Divine foigiveniess ; ''Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." In the second, we be* 
held an actual embodiment of His first prayer, in a 
royal act of free forgiveness, when the Sofferer said to 
a reviler and malefactor — ** To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise.'' In the third, we detect the sweet 
traits of human affection that linger in man's sinless 
heart, and a blessed honour to the fifth commandment, 
as well as a tribute of practical homage and duty to 
the whole law, especially its second volume, which is, 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself : '* " Wo- 
man, behold thy son. Behold thy mother." In the 
fourth, we have a most mysterious insight into intel- 
lectual and moral agony, arising from the pressure of 
moral evil or sin, and the consequent displeasure of 
the Supreme Judge thereon ; still it is the language of 
a son — it is the honourable complaint of honourable 
love, more honourable because steeped in agony, which 
intensifies but does not change the love : '' My God, 
my God, why hast Tliou forsaken Me.*' In the fifth, 
we perceive the most unselfish and simple allusion to 
the Sufferer's own state, uttered as it was not primarily 
for personal relief but designedly to attest the pro- 
phetic detail, and accurate fulfilment of Holy Scrip- 
ture : " I thirst." In the sixth, we have a volume of 
doctrine and strong consolation, of exultation and 
victory; it is the official annoimcement of a most 
stupendous fact, and it is meant as an argument of con- 
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solation in Christ to the lowest black of Africa, whose 
fetters have eaten his flesh, bat who, when he hears of 
Jesus, may clasp His feet and become His freedman, 
and meditate on His sixth speech, and repeat with 
triumph — " It is finished." In the seventh, we have 
a most suitable conclusion, — an act of faith, of love 
and of obedience ; the sublime commendation of a hu- 
man spirit into the hands of the Supreme Judge, the 
rather of Spirits, the God of the spirits of all flesh : 
" Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.'* Such 
then are the dying speeches of Him who spake as 
never man spake ; and they are all worthy of Him : 
no tinge of vanity ; no tincture of himian weakness ; 
no unguarded expression wrung out by agony; no 
trace of malice ; no passing film of uncontrolled tem- 
per ; no stain of self nor sin : they are pure, they are 
intelligent, they are consistent with His character and 
pretensions, they are simple, they are forcible, they 
are sublime, they are aflfectionate, they are morally 
excellent, they are pious, they are acceptable to God and 
approved by man. Such are the speeches, and they, 
together with the death, shall be of eternal memory. 

Oh, there is one theme with which the enraptured 
hearts of the redeemed shall never cloy, and of which 
their tuneful tongues shall never weary. There is one 
theme which is the subject of congratulation to-un- 
fallen stany archangels, bright as the morning, pure 
as the light. There is a subject suited to the Saviour's 
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lips with two glorified companions, Moses and Elias. 
There is a fact which shall be sung in the outlying 
stars of the new firmament, of which every creature 
which is in heaven, on the earth, or under the earth, and 
in the sea, shall rehearse, — and this is, the death of 
Christ. This is the absorbing theme of heaven: 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, 
and honour, and riches, and glory, and blessing. Thou 
art worthy, for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood." Oh that we now learn more 
of the precious mystery of His most holy death. May 
we, in the hour of our death, grasp the memory of 
our Redeemer with a firm faith. And may we join 
the blood-washed throng, whose sweetest joy is to 
gaze on their beloved Saviour, and remind Him of 
what He did and suflFered on their behalf, — " Christ, 
Thou Lamb of God, Thou art worthy, for Thou wast 
slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood :" to 
Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



VIII. 

THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE SELECTION 
OF THE MANNER OF CHEIST'S DEATH. 

1 Corinthians i. 23, 24. 
" We preach Christ crucified.'' " The wisdom of God," 

In Jesus Christ, the Apostl'e tells us, are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ; and there- 
fore, from whatever point. of view we contemplate the 
cross of Christ, we shall inevitably discern traces of 
the most profound wisdom. 

For example: the Divine wisdom is glorified in 
the conception of the expedient of the incarnation. 

What but the treasures of the uncreated mind 
could have conceived the miracle of uniting God and 
man in one Christ ? 

Again : God's wisdom is glorified in the knowledge 
of the means to accomplish this mystery. This great 
fact and its accomplishment formed part of the Divine 
counsels in the trackless eternity of the past; and 
His power wrought out in time the project which He 
had devised from everlasting. 
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Again : the Divine wisdom is glorified by this 
nnion of opposites : — A holy unblemished law, a saved 
sinner, a righteous Judge, a merciful Father ; an apos- 
tate on earth, a ransomed saint in heaven ; a God in 
heaven, a Jesus on the cross. Such are the moral 
miracles Divine wisdom hath planned for Divine 
power to execute. 

In a passing word, — ^What is wisdom ? 

Wisdom consists, in the selection, under any cir- 
cumstances, of the lest means of attaining any given 
end. It is "knowledge under the control of good- 
ness." 

Now, since in this vast subject we must limit our- 
selves to one phase, I propose to consider the ivisdom 
of Ood, as glorified in the selection of the manner 
of the Redeemer's death; that is, let us consider if 
in the death of the cross we may not humbly discern 
certain reasons which led the wisdom of God to choose 
this death; and though we can know only a small 
part, and that only what the Lord pleases to reveal, 
still it is not only permissible, but our bounden duty 
to exercise our understandings upon what is the chief 
of God's works, and what is the only basis of the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

May the Spirit of God be with me, that I make not 
the cross of Christ of none effect, and that I deface 
not the majesty of God's truth with the yain wisdom 
of man's words ; but set it forth in those which the 



OF THE MAKNEB OF CHRIST'S DEATH. 141 

Holy Ghost teaehes, — comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. 

The Wisdom of Ood in the Selection of the Manner 
of ChrUfs Death is our subject. In other words, let 
us consider some of the reasons which led to this 
selection, and some of the ends answered thereby. 

I. Crwdfhxion was a death which had a ceremonial 
c^rse attached to it What sait^ the law? It is 
written, — "Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree." And again, — ''He that hangeth on a tree is 
accursed of God." (Deut. xxi. 23.) And these pas- 
sages explain the expression when the cross is called 
the accursed trea 

To this peculiar death then a legal curse was annexed, 
typical of tixe deeper spiritual curse which is the desert 
of sin. 

And what, Christian believer, is your hope ? Why 
do you hope to escape the curse of the law? You 
have broken the law ; you have done despite to every 
precept; you have a thousand anathemas ringing in 
your ears ; you ponder that flashing sentence — "Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things, that 
are written in the book of the law to do them," 
and yet you lift up your head with joy, and your 
heart speaks of a peace within which passes aU under- 
standing. Why is this ? Is is not because of that 
sentence in the New Testament, — "Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
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cuTse for us '' ? He was made a curse in its length 
and breadth : His soul felt the wringing agony of 
God's displeasure. But it must be externally testified, 
and therefore to a certain death a legal and ceremonial 
curse is annexed, saying, — "Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree." Behold' one reason why the wis- 
dom of God should select this manner of death. 

II. The second reason we suggest is this : — Cruci- 
fixion was a death of great torment and ignominy. 

It was a death of great torment It was necessary 
that He who oflTered up His life as a ransom for sin 
should die a death of agony and violence, in order that 
the stainless majesty of the law of God should receive 
damage in nothing; and crucifixion was a death of 
compound torture. The feet and the hands are sensi- 
tive, yet not vital parts, and this would make the 
approaches of death more gradual ; while the exposure 
of the wounds to the atmosphere and the sufiFerings 
from thirst were most terrible aggravations. And it 
was a death of ignominy as well. Sin is a disgrace : 
it is the shame of the universe, and an expiatory death 
must necessarily be shamefuL When we go to Calvary 
and hear the jibes of the chief priests, the oaths and 
brutal satire of the soldiers, the biting sarcasm of the 
fickle mob of Jerusalem, and even the taunting of 
a crucified felon, we must perceive that our blessed 
Saviour drank up to the dregs the cup of shame, when 
He was treated as an impostor and suffered an im- 
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poster's death. As He himself says, — " Eeproach hath 
broken my heart : shame hath covered my face. I hid 
not my face from shame and spitting.*' 

If, for example, we contrast this mode of death with 
beheading, we shall readily perceive the far more 
grievous nature of crucifixion. Beheading is a speedy 
death, — crucifixion is a lingering one ; beheading is 
comparatively honourable, and in some countries is 
the privilege of peers, — crucifixion is disgraceful, and 
belongs to slaves; beheading is wrought with the 
sword, which instrument men deify, — crucifixion is 
being nailed to common wood with nails. The man 
who is beheaded may be despatched privately in his 
prison, — the crucified man is made a gazing stock for 
an insolent mob. Surely we can perceive that be- 
heading would not have been as suitable to our Me- 
diatorial . High Priest as the especial death which the 
wisdom of God selected. What force then there is in 
that line, — "That He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross'' 

Would you know the measure of the Eedeemer's 
humility ? It is the distance from the glittering 
throne of heaven to the bloody dust on Golgotha's 
hiU. Would you know the measure of the Eedeemer's 
love? Measurements are valueless. It is a love 
which an Apostle confessed "passed knowledge," — 
it is a love emphatic amid the groans of death, and 
which commiands the admiration of archangels upon a 
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Bomau cross. Observe, then, this reason for the seleo* 
tion of the death of cmcifixion. It was a death of 
peculiar torment and ignominy; and, as such, moie 
suitable for the work of atonement and for the exhibi- 
tion of redeeming lova 

III. It is was a very gradual death, whereby one is 
able to obtain a greater insight iaUo the Sufferer's 
eharacUr and experience. 

In that other method of death to which I have just 
alluded, little could be known of the sufferer's feelings 
beyond a calm and dignified maimer of meeting death. 
The death was so speedy that little of the man's charac* 
ter could be developed: but in the gradual and felt 
approaches of death by crucifixion, the sufferer's spirit 
would be wrung with agony, and his inner life would 
be made manifest Now, was not a thing like this 
worthy the wisdom of God ? Was it not glorious that 
He should demonstrate the purity of His Son? 

"Put forth thine hand," said Satan of Job, "and 
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee 
to thy fece." And in all this, says the Scripture, did 
not Job sin with his lips, nor chaige God foolishly t 
But we say never, under the accumulated physical, 
moral, and mental agony of the cross, did the Bedeemer 
sin in His heart; but His holiness shone forth as silver 
that is purified seven times in the fira The thieves' 
characters were developed during the lingering hours 
of death, and so was that of Christ ; and never was 
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He more triumphautly proved to be the Holy One of 
God than, from the third hour to the xunth hour, a« 
He husg upon a malefactor's cross. 

lY. Let u6 mark another teaaon, amneeted tpitk 
ike seven l&at epeedies of the Sufferer, Had Jesus 
been beheaded we could not have had the same 
magnificent emanations of agony in all their deliberate* 
ness and Tariety, When the murderers seize the hap* 
less SufTeier, and casting Him on the ground, stretach 
Him on the ttans^rse beams, — when the hammer 
glances on high, and the iron nail is driven through 
His flesh, — then is heard that voice, as a voice from 
heaven, saying — " Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they da'' When the crucified thief adds to 
the taunts of his companion in death by his unfeeling 
ridicule, and when at last he in Ms lingering agony 
cries, ''Lord, remember me when Thou comest into 
thy kingdom," — the sublime response is, "To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise!" When the 
dying Sufferer turns His glazing eye on the bystanders, 
ajid sees His mother, then a subUme opportunity is 
given for disinterestedness and affection: — "Woman, 
behold thy son : behold thy motiier !" When nearly 
six hours of lingering torment have rolled over Him, 
the Sufferer's attachment to His Ood can be shown by 
that honourable complaint of honourable love, — " My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " When the 
Messiah reflects on Moses, on the Psalms, and on the 

L 
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Prophets, He is enabled to glorify evety jot and tittle 
of those inspired manuscripts, by crying — " I thirst ! '* 
When His pains have now become condensed into a 
moment, after thirty-three years of toil, sorrow, and 
pain. He can leave a volume for a thousand death-beds 
in the cry — " It is finished I " And He can crown all 
His protracted torture by the exhibition of reverential 
obedience and unfaultering faith, by the words — 
" Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit ! " 

v. It was a death which did not involve bodily 
rwiUilation, 

It did not involve the breaking of a bone. The 
Israelites were especially enjoined in their celebration 
of the feast of the Passover, that not one bone of the 
lamb should be broken. The lamb was to be slain, 
his blood caught in a bason, and sprinkled ; but not a 
bruised or fractured bone was to be permitted. And as 
Grod would not leave Messiah's soul in Hades, nor suffer 
His Holy One to see corruption, so neither would He 
suffer the fracture of a bone in that body which was 
fashioned through the instrumentality of the Holy 
Ghost Wonderful indeed, that with all the Bedeem- 
er's agonies and maltreatment. His enemies should 
unwillingly never break a bone ! 

True it was, as the Psalmist said, "They may tell 
all my bones," for the frame of the crucified Person 
was so distended and dislocated, that in very truth all 
His bones were out of joint: still, "Not a bone of Him 
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was broken." And this little detail is insisted on to 
show the special providence of God, which ordered 
every detail connected with Messiah's Passion, The 
wisdom of God, therefore, selected a death whereby 
the type could be fulfilled and the Scriptures verified : 
and this could not have been so, had the death been 
sawing asunder, stoning, or beheading. 

VI. This manner of death did neither consume nor 
annihilate the hodt/. 

This again seems to have been a reason why the 
wisdom of God should have selected this mode of 
death. I will suppose that He had perished a martyr 
at the stake, that His body had been consumed by the 
devouring flames, like those of our English martyrs ; 
— I ask if this would have appeared to us as soothing 
to our hopes and as suitable to His ofiSce? Do we 
not rejoice to meditate over the crucified body of our 
Eord and Saviour ? Do we not bum with love when 
we gaze upon His marred face and livid eyelids ? Do 
we not cry out with gratitude as we see the literal 
details of the prophecy, — "They pierced my hands 
and my feet"? Do we not believe the record that 
God gave, when we see the side pierced, and thereout 
flowing blood and water : blood the emblem of atone- 
ment and expiation, and water the emblem of sancti- 
flcation and purity? 

It is more satisfactory, that the body of the 
Mediator who was offered for sin, should not be de- 
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8tit)yed : for it thus affords a most oonvincing proof of 
its real death. It is then duly committed to the grave, 
and when brought to life again, affords the most irre- 
sistible proof of the tnith of the resurrection of the 
dead. 

YII. This death affords « most excellent object of 
faith. 

A crucified Man upon a cross is a definite object, 
to which the worshipper may direct his tiiought& 
This result would not be so forcibly shadowed forth 
if the Sufferer were burned, or stoned, or drowned ; 
but in this case His individual form calmly rests 
stretched upon the implement of death, as a point to 
which the eyes of them that pass by converge. 

The serpent of brass was lifted up upon a pole, by 
Moses, above the people, and all who were bitten by 
the fiety serpents, and felt the poison coursing through 
their veins, threatening immediate death, if they looked 
in faith to that brazen serpent were immediately made 
whole. One glance rescued them from death : and it 
is written, — "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeih in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting Ufe." 

My beloved Brethren, let me ask you in passing, — 
Have you ever turned your hearts to this object of 
faith? Have the eyes of your understanding been 
enlightened by the Holy Ghost, so tiiat Christ crucified 
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has become your hope, tout joy, and exceeding great 
reward 1 

Yes, over that SuflFerer is His title, — ^"'Jeaua of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews/' And this voice has 
gone out to all the world, and this word to the ends 
of the earth,—" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.*' 

And to illustrate this point fix)m Scripture. What 
saith the Scripture ? — " They shall look on BHm whom 
they pierced," — " Look unto Me and be ye saved, fop 
I am God, and there is none else." — "Looking unto 
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith." 

Behold then a definite object, — ^it is Jesus of Naza- 
reth ! He who from the beginning was God and with 
God, whose word divided the light from the darkness, 
and made the day-spring know his place. This is the 
object He is incarnate : He is a Child bom, and a 
Son given, — whilst He is the Mighty Grod, the Prince 
of Peaca Behold Him lifted up from the earth ; He 
hangs between heaven and earth, though His blood 
drips down to earth to cleanse it from its sins. Be- 
hold that it is on a mountain, on one of the peaks of 
Moriah, and on the same range on which the temple 
stood. What a conspicuous object for .the faith of the 
nation! Now let the Lord's standard be erected in 
Jerusalem, and let the Bod out of the stem of Jesse 
Ining forth &ait for the healing of the nations. Now 
let the Morians' land stretch out her hands unto Grod^ 
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and let the Isles of the Sea look unto the cross of their 
bleeding Saviour. Let the Jews look upon Him whom 
they have pierced, and let Christ, now that He is lifted 
up, draw all men, draw all eyes, and all hearts unto 
Him. Behold, then, another reason for the selection 
of the death of the cross, — for by this means the 
SuflTerer remains as a suitable object for the faith of 
all; and as Daniel opened his window that looked 
towards Jerusalem, so do Christians by faith worship 
God their Saviour, with their hearts and minds fixed 
upon the Lamb slain, who bears our sins in His own 
body on the tree. 

VIII. Lastly : the marks of this death can survive 
in the body. 

As the body of the crucified person is not consumed, 
so does it retain the impression of its death wounds. 
When Christ rose from the dead He showed unto His 
disciples His hands and His side; and He said to 
Thomas, — "Eeach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands ; and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into 
my side : and be not faithless, but believing." 

My Brethren, there are ten thousand wonders in the 
earth, and the more we explore any domain of nature 
the more wonders and mysteries do we detect. But 
surely nothing can be comparable to the wonders 
which the Lord of Hosts will imfold in His new 
heavens and new earth : but amid the myriad marvels 
of the new creation, methinks there is one which shall 
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rivet the eyes of the redeemed, and that is the resur- 
rection body of our Lord Jesus, — what St. Paul calls 
"His glorious body;** and not the least subject of 
surprise and beauty wiU be that it bears the scars of 
Calvaiy. What a mighty impulse to the praises of the 
redeemed! — ^Amidst the Bedeemer's celestial beauty 
are reminiscences of His suflFering on earth 1 

The feet that were pierced, now tread upon the stars ; 
the hands that were nailed, now grasp the sceptre of 
infinity; the brow that was torn with thorns, now 
wears many crowns ; the side that was pierced, is girt 
with a vesture glistening as the light, which bears a 
name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

This, then, which is a most wonderful and desirable 
result, is attained through the selection of the death of 
crucifixion. The glorified body can show forth for ever 
the honourable wounds which were the healing of sin, 
apd which formed the purchase of the ransomed 
ChurcL 

In conclusion, my Brethren, let me appeal to you, as 
to what your experiences are with reference to the 
cross of Christ. 

May I not divide you into two classes ? 

L There is the class to whom the preaching of the 
cross i& foolishness. 

Alas! the wisdom of Grod is foolishness to the 
world, and how much more is the wisdom of the 
world foolishness with God. The men of this world 
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aTe wise in their geneTation. like the rich man, thej 
are concerned in the heapii^ np of weahh which they 
know not who shall gather. They are ambitions of 
the distinctions which are for a time, but the explana-> 
tion of how the soul is to be dared, is uninteresting to 
most ; few give a passing wish for an everlasting home 
in heaven, or think that the cross of Christ is the 
beginning of wisdom. 

Some old writer puts the case as follows: — He 
imagines an angel coming down to earth from some 
distant star. He is told man's history, — ^that this race 
have sinned, and that they have endangered their 
eternal welfare, — ^that God has graciously provided a 
ransom and a means of escape, — ^that He has revealed 
a judgment in which He will examine all the worics 
done in the body,— -that the last verdict cannot be 
reversed, which sentences them to heaven or to heU. 

" Surely," says the angel, " all will be engaged with 
these engrossing subjects. Every person I meet will 
be serious, and asking what he is to do to be saved ; 
every group of persons will be discussing their hopes> 
and fears, and dangers." He joins the knots, and what 
does he find? Alas! out of millions^ not tens are 
found so engaged. He might see thousands gathered 
together to see which of two horses could run the 
fastest, and amid all the plain, not a handful who were 
mindful of their eternal interests. 

To them the preaching of Christ is fooUshness. But 
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Oh, ye sinners, think not the preaching of the cross is 
or can be foolishness ; it is only so relatively to them 
that perish, and who nnderstand not its mystery, nor 
receive its life-giving power. And what is the condi- 
tion of this class, my Brethren ? Alas, it is to them 
that perish. Them that perish ! Who can tell what 
this means ? They are those to whom God shall give 
a cup of trembling ; upon whom He shall rain snares^, 
fire, and brimstone, and an horrible tempest. Those 
who have neglected mercy shall earn wmth. Those 
who have trampled under foot the blood of Jesus, shall 
inherit vengeance ; and upon them shall that God to 
whom vengeance belongeth, cause the terribleness of 
His holy and deliberate fury to rest for ever. 

Alas! to think that some of those who are now 
hearing me will perisL To think that^some who have 
sleepily listened to a Gospel ministry shall perish, and 
that some who have heard the name of Jesus on earth 
shall blaspheme that name for ever in heU. 

Oh, how do you think your ministers should preach, 
if they realized more these powers of the world to 
come ? How they would seek plainly to preach Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. How they would beseech 
you for your own soul's sake, to be reconciled to GtxL 
How they would warn you to flee from the virrath to 
come. 

Ye rich, ye poor, ye learned, ye ignorant, ye Phari- 
sees, ye publicans, ye conscientious, ye hypocrites,— ye 
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all are grouped before God in one class, and that is as 
sinners. Then one and all have need of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. God grant 
that ye may not be of that class that thinks the preach- 
ing of the cross foolishness. 

II. Arid secondly, there are those who discern in 
the preaching of the cross, Christ, the power of Ood, 
and the wisdom of God. 

God grant that there may be many of such here 
present, and that the number of them may increase 
more and more. 

Oh, ye who feel that the preaching of Christ's cross 
is wisdom and power, ye have been taught this by the 
influence of the Holy Ghost You glory in the cross 
of Christ, — ^not in the material cross of wood, this were 
vain and superstitious, but in the Holy Person who 
hangs thereon. For it is by fiiith in that crucified One 
that you hope to escape the damnation of heU, and the 
vengeance of God ; and you do not unpresumptuously 
hope to become an inhabitant of the jasper city of 
light and love above, and a proprietor of the tree of 
life. 

This cross of Christ is to you the power of God. 
Get but a glance of that bleeding form, and how you 
are urged to run with patience the race that is set be- 
fore you. How you set yourselves to mortify the deeds 
of the body. How you acquire a fresh impetus for 
duty and self-sacrifice. Then you feel that the cross 
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of Christ has spiritual glories that the Grecian philo- 
sopher could not see, and that it has a moral majesty 
which is not to be found among the glittering island 
universes of infinite space. 

Oh, then come, one and all, to the cross of Christ. 
It is the only asylum in the day of earth's visitation. 
It is the only place of safety in the day of the general 
passover. It is the only place where you can look 
death calmly in the face, and not fear the smoke of the 
bottomless pit, and gaze securely upon the dazzling 
brightness of a Holy God. No wonder that Paul, 
when he entered into all this and much more, should 
exclaim, — " God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world." 

"When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride." 

Through this cross I preach imto you remission of 
sins. Through this crucified Man I am empowered to 
declare to -all, that God is abundant in mercy, and 
plenteous in redemption. Through this we can say — 
"The gift of God is eternal life." "Let him that is 
athirst, take of the water of life freely." 

God grant that the Holy Spirit may unfold the cross 
of Jesus to our wondering eyes, and that we may no 
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longer be among those who find the preaching of the 
cross to be foolishness, because they are carnally 
minded, — ^bnt of those who find it to be the power of 
Grod and the wisdom of God, and to whom Christ is 
made wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and re- 
demption. Amen. 
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